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Do you not know that you are God’s temple 
and that God’s spirit dwell in you? If anyone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that 
person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are 
that temple.

Do you not deceive yourselves. If you think 
that you are wise in this age, you should 
become fools so that you may become wise.

1 Cor. 3:16-18

MUNICH, Germany: Archbishop 
Paul Gallagher, Secretary for Re-
lations with States of the Holy 
See, met with Wang Yi, the Chi-
nese foreign minister, discussing 
their states’ 2018 agreement on 
episcopal appointments.

The Feb 14 meeting took place 
in Munich on the sidelines of the 
Munich Security Conference.

“In the course of the colloquy, 
which took place in a cordial at-
mosphere, the contacts between 
the two parties were evoked, 

which have developed positively 
over time,” according to a Holy 
See press office communique.

“In particular, there was high-
lighted the importance of the 
Provisional Accord on the nomi-
nation of bishops, signed Sept 
22, 2018, renewing the willing-
ness to continue the institutional 
dialogue at the bilateral level to 
promote the life of the Catholic 
Church and the good of the Chi-
nese people,” the Holy See press 
office wrote.

The press office also said that 
“appreciation was expressed for 
the efforts being made to eradi-
cate the coronavirus epidemic as 
well as solidarity with the affect-
ed population.”

The Vatican has sent between 
600,000 to 700,000 face masks 
to three provinces in China since 
Jan 27 to help contain the spread 
of coronavirus, and Pope Francis 
prayed for those infected during 
his Jan 26 Angelus prayer.

The press office communique 

closed saying that “a desire for 
greater international cooperation 
to end of promoting civil coexist-
ence and peace in the world was 
called for, and considerations on 
intercultural dialogue and human 
rights were exchanged.”

The Church in mainland China 
has been divided for some 60 
years between the underground 
Church, which is persecuted and 
whose episcopal appointments 
are frequently not acknowledged 
by Chinese authorities, and the 

Chinese Patriotic Catholic Asso-
ciation (CPCA), a government-
sanctioned organization.

The September 2018 agreement 
between the Holy See and Beijing 
was intended to normalise the 
situation of China’s Catholics and 
unify the underground Church 
and the CPCA. The agreement 
has been roundly criticised by 
human rights groups and some 
Church leaders, including Cardi-
nal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun, Bishop 
Emeritus of Hong Kong. — CNA

Vatican, Chinese diplomats discuss deal on bishops’ appointments
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INSIDE

Ash Wednesday, which falls on 
26 February 2020 this year, 

marks the commencement of the 
holy season of Lent. As in previ-
ous years, we anticipate thousands 
of Catholics flocking to our par-
ishes to attend Mass and receive 
the traditional Imposition of Ash-
es. 

In view of the continuing risks 
posed by the COVID-19 (Wuhan 
Coronavirus) outbreak and to mit-
igate the human-to-human trans-
mission, especially through tactile 
contact, the arch/bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 
Malaysia have agreed that the fol-
lowing procedures for the Imposi-
tion of Ashes are to be observed in 
all parishes and mass centres un-
der our jurisdiction: 

A) Priests and other extraordi-
nary ministers tasked with the 
imposition of ashes should thor-
oughly wash and disinfect their 
hands prior to and immediately 
after the Imposition of Ashes; 
B) Following the long estab-
lished custom in Rome, ashes 

will be imposed by the minister 
sprinkling dry ash on the crown 
of a person’s head (whilst saying 
one of the formulas prescribed 
in the missal). The previous lo-
cal custom of drawing a cross on 
the forehead of a person, with 
moistened ash, is suspended. 
C) No holy water should be add-
ed to the ash before the sprin-
kling. 
Although Ash Wednesday is not 

a day of obligation and the imposi-
tion of ashes is not mandatory, we 
would like to retain this practice 
even under the weight of the cur-
rent crisis, provided that the above 
steps are taken to minimise the 
risks of infection through tactile 
contact. No. 125 of the Directory 
for Popular Piety says: 

“The act of putting on ashes 
symbolises fragility and mortality, 
and the need to be redeemed by 
the mercy of God. Far from being 
a merely external act, the Church 
has retained the use of ashes to 
symbolise that attitude of internal 
penance to which all the baptised 

are called during Lent. The faith-
ful who come to receive ashes 
should be assisted in perceiving 
the implicit internal significance 
of this act, which disposes them 
towards conversion and renewed 
Easter commitment.”

As we continue to pray for the 
current situation and prepare our-
selves for this holiest season of 
our Church year, let us not forget 
to offer our prayers, sacrifices, 
fasting and other penitential acts 
for those who are most vulnerable, 
those who have suffered most dur-
ing this crisis and those who con-
tinue to put themselves in danger’s 
way to work for its alleviation. 

On behalf of the Archbishops 
and Bishops of the Conference, 
I would like to wish you a Holy 
Lent. 

+ Most Reverend Julian Leow 
Beng Kim, D.D. 

President 
Catholic Bishops 

Conference of Malaysia 

Ash to be sprinkled on crown
Pastoral Recommendations for Ash Wednesday

KUALA LUMPUR: 
Ash Wednesday, 
February 26 marks 

the beginning of the season 
of Lent. 

Catholics all over the 
world will celebrate the Ash 

Wednesday liturgy with the 
imposition of ashes on their 
foreheads.

To reduce the risk of com-
munity transmission of the 
COVID-19 virus, certain pas-
toral recommendations have 

been issued by Archbishop 
Julian Leow Beng Kim, Presi-
dent of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Malaysian.

l See below for the pastoral 
letter

Priest/Minister takes a pinch of the blessed dry ash in between the fingers and 
thumb and drops it onto the crown of the head of the recipient while saying these 
words: Repent, and believe in the Gospel or Remember that you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return. No marking of the cross on the forehead with ashes.

(CNS photo/Paul Haring)

(SFA Cheras facebook)



The other day, at a forum, speaker after 
speaker highlighted overdevelopment, 
the ecological challenges and the lack 

of affordable housing for the poor.
They were specific and passionate about 

their numerous complaints, which they felt 
strongly about.

It dawned on me that humanity is facing a 
spiritual battle that is much larger than many 
of the specific problems that were highlight-
ed.

What we are confronted with is human and 
corporate greed – a problem down the ages 
– which drives some to grab and accumulate 
more than their fair share, even resources that 
should be shared (the Commons) by all.

Now, this may not have been as critical 
in the past, when the population was lower. 
Back then, many, including mainstream 
economists, assumed that the Earth had infi-
nite resources to feed our production and as-
sembly lines and satisfy our appetites to con-
sume. But this is no longer the case.

While we argue about race and religion, the 
reality is that we are faced with critical prob-
lems that recognise none of these human divi-
sions and borders. Think of the coronavirus, 
the regional smog, the water crisis, the declin-
ing fisheries, plastic waste that have affected 
so many countries.

This is why Francis of Assisi is so relevant 
today. At a time when the Church was steeped 
in pomp and illusions of grandeur, he “got” 
the Gospel message of simplicity and renun-
ciation.

More than that, he understood the mystical 
bond that connects all of Creation – not just 
human solidarity that embraces the poor and 

the sick, he could see the interconnectedness 
of all Creation.

This is why his Canticle of the Sun, much 
of it composed in 1224 – almost 800 years 
ago – while he was recovering from an illness 
is so relevant today. Tradition says the entire 

canticle was sung by Francis on his deathbed 
two years later, accompanied by his compan-
ions, Brothers Angelo and Leo.

What was remarkable was that Francis was 
believed to be suffering from an eye disease 
– and yet, he could see in his inner mind the 
unity of all Creation. Perhaps this is why 
some people feel so much anguish when they 
see bulldozers clearing a forest, or fishing wa-
ters being destroyed. They can see or feel the 
wrenching of the spiritual bond that ties all of 
Creation together.

So Francis’ canticle assumes much signifi-
cance in our age. Here are a few verses:

Be praised, my Lord, 
through all your creatures,

especially through my lord Brother Sun,
who brings the day; 

and you give light through him.
And he is beautiful and 

radiant in all his splendour!
Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness....

Praised be You, my Lord, 
through Brother Wind,

and through the air, cloudy and serene,
and every kind of weather through which

You give sustenance to Your creatures.
Praised be You, my Lord, 

through Sister Water,
which is very useful and humble 

and precious and chaste…

Praised be You, my Lord, 
through Sister Mother Earth,

who sustains us and governs us 
and who produces

varied fruits with coloured 
flowers and herbs.

Francis’ poetic language to describe the 
beauty, solidarity and interconnectedness of 
all Creation is reminiscent of the language 
Jesus used in Luke 12:23-27, where he spoke 
about the birds in the air and the flowers and 
lilies in the field clothed grander than the roy-
al robes of Solomon.

Jesus then goes on to warn in Luke 12: 33 
“Sell your possessions and give to those in 
need. Get yourselves purses that do not wear 
out, treasure that will not fail you, in heaven 
where no thief can reach it and no moth de-
stroy it.” This accumulation of wealth is driv-
ing much of the destruction of the ecology in 
our world today.

Francis, seeing the interconnectedness 
of Creation and its communion with the di-
vine, took the words of Jesus literally. He 
renounced his father’s inheritance and em-
braced “Lady Poverty” while holding a spe-
cial bond with all of God’s creation. Even the 
birds are said to have responded to his singing 
and preaching.

May we try and grasp the vision of inter-
connectedness that Francis was able to see 
so vividly and then respond to with heartfelt 
“ecological conversion”.

A looming spiritual battle
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Hatred kills. 
There is nothing earth shaking 

about that statement. Wars demon-
strate this. There are people who hate other 
people and who do everything they can to 
eliminate the those people. There are atroci-
ties taking place every day. The innocent, par-
ticularly children, die. I’ve been to London 
three times, and all three times a bomb went 
off. This is the result of centuries of hatred be-
tween the English and the Irish. But we don’t 
have to go so far to find hatred. People are 
being attacked on our American highways, 
in the cities and even in the suburbs, all due 
to hatred. The Klu Klux Klan, Skinheads and 
other Fascist orientated groups feed on hatred.

Hatred kills.
There are two victims of hatred: the person 

who is physically hurt and the person who 
hates. The foremost victim of hatred is the 
person who hates. Hatred transforms a per-
son from a compassionate human being to a 
person whose main concern is to seek venge-
ance on someone who the person feels has 
wronged him/her. Life is consumed with the 
desire for retaliation and reprisal. Maybe this 
vengeance will not be seen in a physical at-
tack. It very well may result in a verbal attack 
or a destruction of another person’s reputa-
tion. The fact is that the person who hates has 
transformed his or her life. This person cannot 
be the loving person Christ called him or her 
to be.

Hatred kills.
If God is love, than how can a Christian 

hate? The Christian who hates is sacrificing 
Christianity for the sake of the hate. Again, 
the Christian who hates is the first victim 

of hate.
Hatred kills.
“But, Father”, you say, “I have really been 

treated poorly by my ex-husband or wife, 
by my sister-in-law or brother-in-law. Eve-
ry meeting is a battle with all sorts of nasty 
things emanating from this person I am sup-
posed to love. How am I supposed to handle 
this situation?” Well, we have got to let go of 
the past. We cannot let the past destroy us. We 
can still love those who have hurt us. In fact, 
we have to love them. Perhaps it was with 
tongue in cheek that St Paul tells us and the 
Romans to love our enemies because it will 
drive them crazy: “if your enemies are hun-

gry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink; for by doing this you will 
heap burning coals on their heads.” (Romans 
12:20). What drives them crazy is that it is 
difficult to respond to kindness with nasti-
ness. Many will continue to try to be nasty, 
but it won’t be easy.

Still, the call to love those who hurt us does 
not mean that we should seek their company 
so we can endure further hurt. Sometimes it 
is just the best thing to have less contact with 
someone who has caused us bad feelings. The 

important thing is that we limit our contact, 
not to hurt the other person but to control the 
feelings within us which can lead to the de-
struction of our own lives through hatred.

We cannot let hatred kill us.  — By Msgr 
Joseph A Pellegrino

6th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18;

1 Corinthians 3:16-23;
Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time: And Jesus said: 
“Love Your Enemies”
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When love acts in the soul it does so wisely 
and gently, for it has great power to kill 

anger and envy, and all the passions of wrath 
and melancholy, and it brings into the soul the 
virtues of patience, gentleness, peaceableness 
and friendliness to one’s neighbour.

People guided only by their own reason find 
it very hard to be patient, peaceful, sweet-tem-
pered and charitable to their neighbours when 
they treat them badly and wrong them. But true 
lovers of Jesus have no great difficulty in en-
during all this because love fights for them and 
kills such movements of wrath and melancholy 
with amazing ease.

Through the spiritual sight of Jesus, it makes 
the souls of such people so much at ease and so 
peaceful, so ready to endure and so conformed 
to God, that if they are despised and disregard-
ed by others, or suffer injustice or injury, shame 
or ill-treatment, they pay no attention.

They are not greatly disturbed by these things 
and will not allow themselves to be, for then 
they would lose the comfort they feel in their 
souls, and that they are unwilling to do. They 
can more easily forget all the wrong that is 
done them than others can forgive it, even when 
asked for forgiveness. They would rather forget 
than forgive, for that seems easier to them.

And it is love that does all this, for love 
opens the eye of the soul to the sight of Jesus, 
and confirms it in the pleasure and contentment 
of the love that comes from that sight. It com-
forts the soul so much that it is quite indiffer-
ent to what others do against it. The greatest 
harm that could befall such people would be to 
lose the spiritual sight of Jesus, and they would 
therefore suffer all other injuries than that one 
alone.

When true lovers of Jesus suffer harm from 
their neighbours, they are so strengthened by 

the grace of the Holy Spirit and are made so 
truly humble, so patient and so peaceable, that 
they retain their humility no matter what harm 
or injury is inflicted on them.

They do not despise their neighbours or 
judge them, but they pray for them in their 
hearts, and feel more pity and compassion for 
them than for others who never harmed them 
and, in fact, they love them better and more fer-
vently desire their salvation, because they see 
that they will have so much spiritual profit from 
their neighbours’ deeds, though this was never 
their intention.

But this love and this humility, which are be-
yond human nature, come only from the Holy 
Spirit to those whom he makes true lovers of 
Jesus. — By Walter Hilton, (+1396), out-
standing English mystic, seems to have stud-
ied theology and canon law, and after that to 
have lived for a time as a hermit.

Love your enemies
Thoughts From The Early Church



27/2 FCMSM – 2nd Exco Meeting 
29/2 St Aloysius Church – Mantin
29/2 Mass – Orang Asli Camp
1/3 Rite of Election – Church of the   
 Holy Family, Kajang

ARCHBISHOP JULIAN LEOW 
KUALA LUMPUR ARCHDIOCESE

BISHOP BERNARD PAUL
MALACCA JOHORE DIOCESE

29/2-1/3 Retreat for Catechumens –   
    MAJODI followed by Mass & Rite  
   of Election – Sacred Heart   
   Cathedral, Johor Bahru
4/3 South Johor Vicariate Clergy Meet  
 – Church of St Joseph’s, Plentong
6/3 Malacca Johore – Mission School   
 Committee Meet – Bishop’s House,  
 – MAJODI Centre

BISHOP SEBASTIAN FRANCIS
PENANG DIOCESE

23/2 60th Anniversary of the Chapel of  
 St Paul the Hermit, Papan, Perak
29/2 Rite of Election – Church of the  
 Immaculate Conception,   
 Pulau Tikus, Penang
1/3 Rite of Election – Church of   
 St Michael, Ipoh

KUALA SELANGOR: The Feast of the 
Holy Infant Jesus was celebrated Jan 25 
to Feb 2.

On Feb 1, there was a candlelight 
procession in honour of the Lord. The 
monstrance containing the Blessed Sac-
rament was taken in procession by Fr 
Andrew Manickam OFM, Cap with Fr 
VA Michael and the congregation fol-
lowing.

The Mass was presided over by Fr                           
Sebastin Arputharaj OFM, Cap and he 
delivered the homily in both Tamil and 
English. Fr Michael preached briefly in 
Bahasa Malaysia. 

In his homily, Fr Sebastin  shared 
on the feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord (40 days after Christmas), which 
is the manifestation of Jesus to His 
own people. It is also the purification 
of Mother Mary. “This feast invites all 
of us to meet Jesus. Jesus comes out of 
the Temple to meet us. We have to go 
and meet Him, like the Centurion, for 
a transformation in our lives,” added Fr 
Sebastin. 

Fr Michael, who preached in Bahasa 
Malaysia, said Simeon and Anna met 
Jesus and praised Him. We too  are 
gathered  by the Holy Spirit to meet 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist, until He 
comes again. “Christ brings new life to 
the earth.”

There was also a Healing Session af-
ter the procession, with the exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament on the altar. 
Both Fr Sebastin  and Fr Michael led 
the healing session. The sub-theme was 

Say the word and I shall be healed. Fr 
Michael assured the congregation that 
they would not go back empty handed 
as they offered themselves to the Lord 
and focused on Him, as He healed them 
and answered their intentions.

The feast of the Holy Infant Jesus 
usually falls around the feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord. Many parents 
also brought their children for the feast 
as they can relate better with the Infant 
Jesus. 

Statues of the Holy Infant Jesus stood 
prominently at both sides of the Chapel 
of the Holy Infant Jesus, also known as 
Gereja Kanak-Kanak Holy Infant Jesus. 

During the nine-day feast celebrations 
the chapel was beautifully decorated 
for the faithful to spend time with the 
Lord, for the Blessed Sacrament was 
exposed on the altar. 

Fr Michael, who is the Chapel’s Ad-
ministrator, thanked all those who had 
assisted. All his parishioners from the 
five zones, all who had sponsored and 
donated for the feast. The parish priest 
of the Church of St Paul the Hermit in 
Bestari Jaya (this chapel comes under 
its purview), also welcomed all from 
the other parishes to the feast. 

Dinner was served to all present on 
Feb 1. — By Bernard Anthony

Malaysian 
Bishops’ Diaries 
Feb/Mar 2020

Celebrating the Feast 
of the Holy Infant Jesus

Fr Sebastin Arputharaj OFM Cap presides over the feastday Mass on Feb 1, 2020.
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My dear People of God,

Over the past weeks, we have provided medi-
cal and public health advisories to minimise 
the risk of a cluster outbreak of the COVID-19 
among our congregations and priests.

We have even considered mandating com-
pulsory taking of temperature. Yet, we are 
also aware that temperature-taking is not a 
fool-proof screening tool as persons who 
are asymptomatic can also be carriers of the 
infection. Thus, implementing temperature 
screening may not entirely help prevent the 
spread of this infection even though it does 
mitigate the possibility of its transmission. As 
Catholics, we need to be responsible in play-
ing our part to contain the spread of this virus 
by avoiding large gatherings of people.

Hence, given the current escalating situa-
tion which is proving to be difficult to con-
tain, all public Masses, both on weekdays and 

weekends, will be suspended indefinitely with 
effect from Saturday, Feb 15, 12 noon until 
there is greater clarity on the way forward. 
Likewise, all other public events with large 
numbers of people attending, such as forma-
tion sessions, retreats and seminars should be 
suspended.

Nevertheless, the cancellation of Masses 
does not mean that Catholics can excuse 
themselves from fulfilling the obligation of 
keeping the Day of the Lord holy. They should 
try to follow the broadcast of the Mass on 
YouTube or CatholicSG Radio. Please check 
the archdiocesan website for the time of the 
online broadcast. (https://www.catholic.sg)

Following the broadcast of the Mass will 
help you to receive the Lord spiritually. You 
can also gather as a family for the Liturgy of 
the Word, by spending time in prayer, reading 
the Word of God of the Sunday Liturgy and 
interceding for the world that this Covid-19 

virus will be contained and eradicated. Even 
if you cannot gather together as a family to 
worship, you should individually spend at 
least half an hour in quiet time to pray and es-
pecially read the Word of God.

For weddings and funerals, these are con-
sidered private services which means only 
invited guests can attend. Arrangements will 
have to be made with the parish priest. All pre-
cautionary measures must be taken as per the 
advice of the Catholic Medical Guild (CMG).

For those who need the sacraments urgently, 
e.g. Anointing of the Sick and the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, please make an appoint-
ment with the priests in your parish. Minis-
ters of the sacraments must also take proper 
precautions when ministering to parishioners. 

Finally, please continue to follow the safe-
guards and precautions that the CMG has is-
sued periodically (https://coronavirus.catho-
lic.sg)

Thank you for your patience and under-
standing. Let us continue to pray for each 
other, especially those who have succumbed 
to this illness; and that the Lord will free us 
from this Covid-19 so that we can continue 
to worship freely and build up the community 
in love and service. Pray also for those in the 
frontlines – the doctors and the nurses – who 
are putting their own well-being in the service 
of the sick, that the Lord will protect them and 
their loved ones from harm.

Yours devotedly in the Lord
Most Rev William Goh
Archbishop of Singapore

Given on the Feast of the Dedication of the 
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd
Feb 14, 2020

Singapore Pastoral Letter on COVID-19 
Suspension of Masses and Large Gatherings

To prevent spread of COVID-19, Hong Kong Diocese cancels Masses
HONG KONG: The threat of spreading the 
coronavirus has forced Catholic officials in 
Hong Kong to suspend all church programmes 
Feb 15-28, including Sunday Masses and the 
Ash Wednesday liturgy.

Cardinal John Tong 
(pic), apostolic adminis-
trator of Hong Kong, said 
the “disappointing” deci-
sion had been made “be-
cause the next two weeks 
will be a crucial time to 
suppress the epidemic.”

“Some church members may be disap-
pointed” with the move, the cardinal said in 
his Feb 13 pastoral letter. “This is not an easy 
decision.”

The move comes amid global fears that the 
epidemic, now called COVID-19, has wors-
ened in China against the prediction of experts. 
The epidemic, first reported in Wuhan city of 
Hubei province, has spread across the world 
and claimed more than 1,300 lives, with more 
than 60,000 confirmed cases as of Feb 13, 
mostly in China.

Hong Kong, which has open borders with 

China, has reported 50 confirmed cases and 
one death. The densely populated Hong Kong 
city-state of 7.4 million people is on high alert 
to check the virus, as thousands have crossed 
over from mainland China to avoid the infec-
tion.

“At this difficult time,” Catholics must 
“deepen our trust in God and implement our 
Christian love for our neighbours and all peo-
ple,” the cardinal’s message said.

Cardinal Tong said he wanted Catholics to 
fulfil their Mass obligation by participating in 
Mass online, receiving Holy Communion spir-

itually and meditating on the Scriptures or say-
ing the rosary at home.

He also urged Catholics to help each other; 
share anti-epidemic materials; live the Gospel 
virtues of faith, hope and love; and pray for 
each other.

As part of efforts to arrest the outbreak, 
Hong Kong has set up a slew of mass quar-
antine camps to isolate victims. So far, around 
2,200 people have been placed in quarantine 
camps in Hong Kong, and some people have 
criticised the government for setting up the 
camps in residential areas. — CNS



SANDAKAN: It has been 11 years 
since the last In-House Leadership 
and Skill Seminar was held for 
the Catholic Women’s Apostolate 
(CWA) of Sandakan Diocese. This 
time around, the seminar was held 
January 25-26. 

The objective of the seminar was 
to assist CWA members to be more 
proficient in their leadership and to 
be skilled in their services to and in 
the Church. This seminar was at-
tended by 69 members of the CWA 
from across the diocese — 13 from 
the Parish of St Mary Sandakan, 
13 from the Parish of St Dominic 
Lahad Datu, seven from the Par-
ish of Holy Trinity Tawau, 17 from 
the Parish of St Martin Telupid, 10 
from the Parish of Our Lady Of 
Fatima Beluran and nine from the 
Paitan Mission. 

The seminar began with the En-
thronement of the Bible led by 
CWA Ex-Officio, Regina Kimung. 
Then, Chief Coordinator, Cecelia 
Polo D’Souza gave a short speech 
and introduced the members of 
each parish to the participants.

Francis Tan, in his ‘leadership 
and skills’ session, spoke on how 
to become a skilled leader in the 

Church. “Our vision as a Catholic 
must be like Jesus who serves, ex-
emplified his followers by loving 
deeds as in the Gospel of John. 13., 
Mat. 20:26-28 and Mk. 9:35. Be 
a good leader and shepherd in the 
Gospel of Jn. 10, in which we must 
involve personally in the life of 
nurturing and observing the needs 
of others by giving care, love and 
a safe place that all men may grow 
in faith”.

The second and third sessions 
given by CWA Spiritual Director 
Fr Christopher Ireneus addressed 
the verse “I am chosen”. His first 
words were “before I lead first, you 
were already chosen by me” Mk. 
1.16-20. 
It’s not you who chose me but I who 
chose you John 15-16, to be with 
Jesus so you will be there for others.
To believe in his words and to 
be loyal to Jesus so that the catch 
would be plentiful.

He also gave them ten steps to 
serve with love:

To listen without interruption 
(Proverb 18)
To talk without accusing (John 
1:19)
To give without hesitation (Prov-

erb 21-26)
Pray endlessly (Colossians 1:9)
To answer without quarrelling 
(Proverb 17:1)
Sharing without pretending 
(Ephesians 4:15)
Enjoy without complaining 
(Philippians 2:14)
Believe endlessly (Corinthians 
13:7)
To forgive without punishing 
(Colossians 3:13)
To promise without forgetting 
(Proverb 13:12)

Service in the church does not 
require qualification but is a mat-
ter of our willingness to faithfully 
serve and follow the teachings of 

Jesus. When we serve, there will 
always be pain or sacrifices. But if 
we are strong in our Faith and zeal-
ous in our services, there will be a 
deep profound joy — a joy only felt 
by those who wholeheartedly serve 
HIM.

Fr Christopher urged all CWA 
members to not hesitate to serve 
God.

They participated at the Sunset 
Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral and 
thereafter adjourned to the St Mary 
Parish Hall for a simple fellowship 
dinner. Those present at the fellow-
ship dinner included Bishop Julius 
Dusin Gitom, Parish Priest Fr Da-
vid A. Garaman, Spiritual Director 

of the CWA Fr Christopher, Dea-
con Stephen Esguerra, Seminarian 
Jescie Petrus, Regina Kimung and 
Martina James.

The second day started with a 
prayer followed by the 9.15am 
Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral.

After the Mass, the CWA Com-
mittee members of the Diocese 
of Sandakan held a meeting at 
11.00am in the conference room to 
plan programmes/events for 2020.

The overall Seminar gave guid-
ance and awareness to the CWA 
members present who will, hope-
fully, share with all CWA members 
at their respective parishes. — By 
Cecelia Polo D’Souza, dospo

KELANA JAYA: St Ignatius 
Church (SIC) played host to Petal-
ing District’s Archdiocesan Office 
for Human Development (AOHD) 
Lenten Campaign briefing Febru-
ary 1. The briefing was given by 
AOHD Director Fr Bernard Ar-
puthasamy SJ.

After the opening prayer, Fr Ber-
nard began by linking the three im-
portant practices of Lent – Prayer, 
Fasting and Almsgiving – to Jesus. 
He reminded the leaders how Jesus 
prayed and fasted for 40 days in 
the desert to create a space where 
he could encounter God the Father. 
After the 40 days, Jesus began his 
ministry by healing and driving out 
demons which revealed his self-
sacrificial love to the people. This 
is the call to almsgiving as we too 
must reach out to others with the 
love of the Lord.

As his followers, we are all called 
to imitate Jesus and also create a 
‘space’ through prayer and fasting 
so that we can encounter the Lord. 
It is from that encounter with Je-
sus that Conversion, Renewal and 
Transformation take place. It be-
gins with the individual but must 
extend to families and entire com-
munities. 

Lent always has two dimensions: 
the personal and the social. If Lent 
was to be practised solely as a per-
sonal journey, Jesus would have re-
mained in the desert but he did not. 
Every year, the Lenten Campaign 
programme, founded on Catholic 
Social Teachings, is organised and 
conducted by AOHD. Fr Bernard 
expressed his gratitude to the many 
Catholics who have generously do-
nated to Lenten campaigns year af-

ter year, as the money has enabled 
AOHD to run a number of projects 
for the needy.

Fr Bernard then explained the 
three year (2018-2020) Lenten 
Campaign theme Caring For Our 
Common Home. 

In 2018, Towards Ecological 
Conversion focused on creating 
awareness that our actions have 
dire consequences for the Earth. 

In 2019, Encounter Christ & 
Serve as Stewards called for the 
faithful to be moved to even greater 
mindfulness so that we change our 
outlooks and habits. 

This year, 2020, Stewards Pro-
tecting Creation emphasises the ur-
gent need to act. The Action Focus 
is Living the Gospel of Creation to 
address the most pressing and criti-
cal concerns of our times. Catho-
lics are called to have the courage 
to re-assess issues and respond to 
current needs sincerely. Conversion 
must be a continual process and has 
to be deep-rooted for the change to 
endure.

The Gospel reference is Matthew 
25:14-30 (Parable of the Talents). 

Jesus teaches about the importance 
of using the gifts that God has giv-
en us for the Kingdom of Heaven 
(responsible stewardship). Probing 
questions to ponder are ‘Do we 
recognise them as gifts?’ or ‘Do we 
feel we are entitled to them?’

Responsible stewardship has 
three important principles namely, 
Ownership, Responsibility and Ac-
countability. The principle of own-
ership recognises that God ‘owns’ 
everything, creation is a gift to us 
and we are administrators acting on 
His behalf. The principle of respon-
sibility is that we are responsible 
for how we treat God’s Creation 
and what we do with it. The prin-
ciple of accountability means that 
stewards must give an account of 
how they have managed what God 
has given them (lesson in the Par-
able of the Talents).

Fr Bernard shared the seven 
mindful steps of Living the Gospel 
of Creation and suggested activities 
for catechism, BECs and parishes. 
He emphasised the importance of 
adapting the materials to the intend-
ed audience. — By Janice Louis

Lenten Campaign briefing at SIC

Leadership and skills 
seminar for women

Participants from the Petaling District at the Lenten Campaign briefing.

Some of the married couples at the World Marriage Day celebration.

Catholic Women’s Apostolate members from the Sandakan Diocese with Fr Christopher Ireneus and Sr Regina Kimung.
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KUALA LUMPUR: World Mar-
riage Day 2020 was celebrated on 
February 9 and brought a stronger 
bond of love among married cou-
ples. 

The core team of the Family Life 
Ministry planned and organised a 
glorious day for every couple pre-
sent in St Anthony’s Church. 

Parish priest, Fr James Gabriel, 
and Fr John and Fr Tom, priests 
from Kerala, celebrated the Mass-
es for that day. After the sermon, 
all married couples were asked to 
stand in front of the altar for the 
renewal of their marriage vows, 
followed by the blessing with holy 
water.

After Mass, the couples gath-
ered at the entrance of the church 
for a cake cutting ceremony.

A small celebration was organ-
ised by the Family Life Ministry at 

the APC hall. Fr James and also Fr 
Edwin Peter (Archdiocesan Fam-
ily Life Ecclesiastical Assistant), 
Fr John and Fr Tom were invited 
to join the celebration. The event 
started with a meaningful speech 
by the parish priest Fr James and 
Fr Edwin. Then followed dinner 
and entertainment. 

The couples were invited to join 
a few games and winners were 
given prizes. Special gifts were 
given for the longest married cou-
ples. 

This celebration ended with a 
speech by Mr Moses, the Chair-
man of the Family Life Ministry. 

A photo session was organised 
for the couples. 

A token of appreciation, a mug 
and a fridge magnet was given to 
each couple as a memento for the 
occasion.

World Marriage Day 
celebration at Pudu parish



Lent in Peninsular Malaysia
Lent is the liturgical season of fasting, special prayer and 

almsgiving in preparation for Easter. The name “Lent” 
is from the Middle English Lencten, meaning spring. 

These practices are undertaken by Christians for their 
internal renewal and for reaching out to others in love.

In this page, we highlight the themes for Lent in the Kuala 
Lumpur Archdiocese and the Penang and Malacca Johore 
Dioceses.

The main Lenten Campaign 
theme of Caring for Our 

Common Home for three years 
2018 – 2020 will help us grow in 
deeper awareness of our funda-
mental Christian calling to protect 
and care for all of Creation. 

In 2018,  the theme was Stew-
ards of Ecological Change and 
the action focus was Changing 
Our Throw-Away Culture.

In 2019, we continued our 
Lenten journey of conversion – 
both interior and ecological – with 
the theme Encounter Christ and 
Serve As Stewards, and the Ac-
tion Focus Taking Steps to Mini-
mise Ecological Damage.

This year, the theme is Stewards 
Protecting Creation. As stew-
ards, we are called to be guard-
ians of God’s plan — contractors 
with our own development plan. 
The Action Focus is Living the 
Gospel of Creation. Catholics 
are called to have the courage to 
re-assess issues and respond to 
current needs sincerely. Conver-
sion must be a continual process 
and has to be deep-rooted for the 
change to endure.

Key aspect of the 2020 Cam-
paign theme: Caring for all of 
Creation is our Vocation.

We can no longer say that eco-
logical concerns have nothing 
to do with our faith. At Creation 
“The Lord God placed the man in 
the Garden of Eden to cultivate it 
and guard it.” (Genesis 2:15). This 
verse has falsely been interpreted 

as allowing for Man’s ‘Dominion’ 
over the Earth when it should be 
properly understood as ‘Respon-
sible Stewardship’. The verse 
clearly indicates that the concept 
of sustainability is not a new one. 
When we become aware and un-
derstand this Vocation, we change 

our values, choices, habits and be-
haviour.

A Lenten Campaign Kit has 
been prepared for children, teens, 
youth, adults and seniors.

Source:  Archdiocesan Office for 
Human Development

The MJD Lenten Campaign will 
have a common main theme for 

three years (2020 to 2022): Cry of the 
Earth, Cry of the Poor.

These are not two separate cries but 
are intimately inter-related expres-
sions of one major crisis on a global 
scale.

This theme invites us to urgently 
respond to our moral and spiritual 
responsibility to care for Earth, our 
common home. We need to become 
aware of the roots of the ecological 
crisis, its impact on all of Creation, 
and ways to address it at individual 
and community levels.

Rationale for Theme: Our Vocation 
to protect God’s Creation follows 
from Genesis 1:31 - “God saw all that 
He had made, and it was very good” 
and Psalm 24:1 - “the Earth is the 
Lord’s”.

Our Christian Faith leads us to 
respond because God is directly in-
volved with the Earth (ecological) and 
with the Poor (social). Ecologically, 
the Earth is God’s great gift to us; 
socially, God has a preference for the 
poor and vulnerable. Starting this Lent 
and thereafter, we are urged to live in 
a way that we can truly ‘Care for Our 
Common Home’ … thus revisiting 
God’s Plan for His Creation.

2020 THEME: “Listen! The Earth 
Cries”
Towards Ecological Conversion 
Each of us has to undergo another 
‘baptism’ – an eco-baptism, and be 
ready for ‘ecological conversion’ (re-

fer LS 217).
Mother Earth cries when her holis-

tic worth is diminished by reckless hu-
man interests; human beings dominate 
and destroy other creatures who have 
an equal share in natural resources; 
and mutual respect and responsibility 
between human beings and nature be-
comes one-sided in favour of humans.

For Lenten Campaign 2020, our at-
tention will be on our patterns of con-
sumption, and our focus will be on the 
throw-away culture that is prevalent in 
our community.

A caring for our common home ac-
tivity book on Laudato Si’ has been 
prepared (courtesy of  AOHD) aimed 
at improving and enriching our daily 
routines.

Source: Mission Pastoral Institute

HERALD February 23, 2020 Home 5

Penang Diocese 

The theme for Penang Di-
coese is Sent to Heal (Lk 4: 

18-19). The Lord has granted us, 
once again, a favourable time to 
prepare ourselves to be agents of 
healing with renewed hearts and 
minds.

The people around us experi-
ence many forms of wounds if 
only we open our eyes to see the 
emotional and spiritual wretched-
ness, loneliness, anxiety, spiritual 
blindness and spiritual imprison-
ment and care for the environ-
ment. The world is constantly in 
need of healing.

Therefore, all of us are Sent to 
Heal and participate in the mis-
sion of Christ to bring healing to 
the world.

Source: Penang Office for 
Human Development

Sent to Heal

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,                                                       
because he has anointed me                                                                  

to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release 

to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind,                                                                    
to let the oppressed go free,                                                                              

to proclaim the year                                       
of the Lord’s favour.”

Luke 4:18-19

Malacca Johore Diocese 
Listen! The Earth Cries

Kuala luMPur archDiocese 
Stewards Protecting Creation

Uplift the Crushed in Spirit
Malaysia is home to nearly three 
million migrants. They include 
some 180,000 refugees and state-
less persons as registered by UN-
HCR in Malaysia. The refugees 
are mainly from Myanmar while 
smaller numbers come from Pa-
kistan, Yemen, Somali, Syria, 
Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Iraq and 
Palestine. Refugees are consid-
ered undocumented migrants 
under the Malaysian Immigration 
Act, and are at risk of arrest, de-
tention and deportation.
“May their cry become our own, 
and together we may break down 

the barriers of indifference”
(cf. Misericordiae Vultus, 15)

Learn more and help raise 
community awareness of refu-
gees
Donate to / volunteer at refu-
gee centres / schools
Help refugees integrate into lo-
cal cultures
Treat with dignity those in need
Be kind to your domestic help-
ers; have meals with them

Protect the Defenceless
Just be aware that the totally vul-
nerable who need our help may 
be newborns and children, adult 
men and women, the elderly, 
an ethnic minority, the socially 
disadvantaged, animals or even 
places. They are at risk of easily 
getting hurt or harmed, physical-
ly, mentally or socially.

l

l

l

l
l

“Your duty is to deliver
the poor and the powerless;

liberate them from 
the grasp of the wicked”

(Psalm 82:4)
Give to the poor
Volunteer at shelters for women, chil-
dren and animals
Cook for the homeless
Adopt, foster and sponsor
Visit homes for the poor / disabled / 
aged / sick

Heal Mother Earth
“Future generations stand to inherit a 
greatly spoilt world. Our children and 
grandchildren should not have to pay the 
price of our generation’s irresponsibility,” 
Pope Francis said in June 2019, in declar-
ing a climate emergency and urging ac-
tion. “The time has come for judging the 
dead, and for rewarding your servants... 
and for destroying those who destroyed 
the Earth.” (Revelation 11:18)

Join / start a recycling project
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Repair and 
Refuse

“It’s just a plastic straw,” say eight bil-
lion people
Plant a tree
Adopt a green lifestyle; turn off electri-
cal switches when not in use

Spread the Love
Parents often assume their kids know 
they are loved but that is not always the 
case. That may be because adults and 
children speak or prefer different love 
languages — which are physical touch, 
affirmative words, quality time, gift giv-
ing and acts of service. Give your love 
in the receiver’s primary love language. 
“Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who mistreat you.” (Luke 
6: 27-28)

Pray and give thanks in all circum-
stances
Give a hug and say ‘thank you’
Offer grandma a massage
Give someone undivided attention
Ask before giving assistance to the 
disabled

Rohingya refugees react as aid is distributed at a camp in Cox Bazar, Bangladesh. 
(CNS photo/Cathal McNaughton, Reuters)
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RIYADH: After years of bans, repression 
and raids by the religious police, Saudis 
were able to celebrate Valentine’s Day, 
the day of lovers, freely and openly for 
the first time this year.

Unthinkable just a few years ago, now 
the main newspapers in the ultra-conserv-
ative Wahhabi kingdom, such as Arab 
News, were offering lists of gifts as well 
as listings of restaurants, in Riyadh and 
Jeddah, where couples could spend a ro-
mantic evening.

Until recently, Valentine’s Day was 
‘haram,’ prohibited, a sin according to 
the precepts of Islam. Now words like 
‘love’ if not ‘lust’ are no longer taboo and 
shops exhibit flower arrangements, gifts 
(especially gold and jewels) and the clas-
sic chocolates, a must for the occasion.

The change began two years ago, to a 
great extent thanks to a prominent Saudi 
figure who called Valentine’s Day a “pos-
itive social event”.

This followed the liberal-oriented  re-
forms introduced by the kingdom’s num-
ber two, Crown Prince Mohammad bin 
Salman, counterbalanced however by 
tighter political controls.

Until then store owners had to hide the 
iconic red roses, like some kind of illicit 
substance to sell under the counter, to 
avoid raids by the religious police.

Restaurants turned couples away unless 
they could prove that they were married, 
whilst the authorities pressured restaura-
teurs into refusing to book for birthdays 
and anniversaries.

This year, Saudi Arabia’s main newspa-
pers listed the best places to party, whilst 
the old adage that “the way to someone’s 
heart is through their stomachs” seemed 
to rule the restaurant guide.

In Riyadh people could choose, among 
others, the Japanese restaurant with a “ro-
mantic” atmosphere, the high-end eatery 
on the top of the Al-Faisaliah tower, or 
the Armenian diner with live outdoor mu-
sic. 

Still, despite the partial opening of 
Saudi society, widespread sexism contin-
ues to burden women, seen primarily as 
wives and mothers.

Indeed, sex outside of marriage re-
mains a criminal offence, and “Women 
live in terror,” said Samirah, still unwill-
ing to give her full name.

Modern romance is not easy for men ei-
ther. Nasser, a 25-year-old professional, 
noted that one of his friends was caught 
kissing his girlfriend last year inside a pri-
vate booth in a Riyadh restaurant. When 
the manager saw this, he started filming 
them whilst shouting: “This is haram!” 
(prohibited). — AsiaNews

Saudis celebrate Valentine's Day, once 
‘haram’, with flowers and chocolates

Saudis celebrate Valentine’s Day, the day of lovers, freely and openly for the first time this year. 
(AsiaNews)
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Mission Manager
We invite Catholic candidates who are passionate about serving the community, to take 
the opportunity to strengthen their professional expertise in cancer care. Join us in Mount 
Miriam Cancer Hospital, to continue the Mission of the FMDM founders to provide the 
best and affordable cancer treatment with God’s healing presence. 

MOUNT MIRIAM CANCER HOSPITAL - Serving with Love in Cancer Care since 1976 

JOB SUMMARY
To provide leadership in promoting the mission and core values of Mount Miriam 
Cancer Hospital (MMCH) that embodies the Catholic identity and ethics.
Ensuring that all activities undertaken by and through MMCH give witness and 
strengthen the healing ministry of Christ and uphold the purpose of a Catholic 
Healthcare organization.

RESPONSIBILITIES
Lead the development and implementation of mission integration that uphold and 
strengthen the mission, vision and values of MMCH as Catholic health service that 
embraces the Catholic ethos.
Actively participate in developing programs to promote the Franciscan values.
Develop education and formation programs for MMCH Board, staff and business partners.
Develop and lead relevant mission related committees and community outreach programs.
Work with CEO on strategic matters relating to mission and cultural building.
Lead and manage the CPC department to ensure delivery of best practice clinical 
pastoral care services.
Actively participate in key initiatives to improve patient centered care.

REQUIREMENTS
5 years of related work experience in hospital/ healthcare environment.
Well formed in Catholic tradition. A person who models a collaborative style of 
servant leadership.
Have some knowledge about contemporary health care delivery systems and the 
ethical issues it faces.
Living a practical, integrate spirituality.
Has the maturity and ability to establish mutually beneficial relationship with diverse 
groups of people.
Multi-lingual capability would be an advantage.

WORK LOCATION 
23 Jalan Bulan, Fettes Park, 11200 Tanjong Bungah, Penang, Malaysia

Interested, please send your resume with current & expected salary to                        
subby@mountmiriam.com. Please indicate “Application for Mission Manager” 
as the subject.
Competitive remuneration commensurate with qualification and experience, 
will be offered to the successful candidate.
For more information on us, please visit our website http://www.mountmiriam.com 
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JAKARTA: Muslim clerics and government 
officials in several regions of Indonesia have 
called on youths not to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day as it contradicts Islamic teaching.

In Aceh, the only region that implements 
Syariah law, the call was accompanied with 
the threat of a flogging for those ignoring it. 

“Those who are [caught] celebrating Val-
entine’s Day violate Islamic Syariah law ap-
plied in Aceh, and they can be caned,” Ramli 
MS, the regent of West Aceh, said.

He also banned the selling of Valentine-
related merchandise in the region.

The Indonesian Ulema Council in West 
Java and the mayor of Bandung have sought 
to ban Valentine’s Day celebrations in all 
secondary and senior high schools.

In Tuban, East Java, the district govern-
ment prohibited students from celebrating 
Valentine’s Day on Feb. 14.

“We wish to stop students from doing 
negative things,” said Nur Khamid, Tuban’s 
head of educational affairs for the local au-
thority.

The Indonesian Ulema Council in Tara-
kan, North Kalimantan, even declared Val-
entine’s Day “illegal.”

“Valentine’s Day targets teens, so we call 
on schools to ban it,” Muhammad Anas, 
chairman of the local chapter, said.

However, many people do not see what the 
fuss is all about.

Wahyu Julianto, 52, a Muslim resident of 
Jakarta, said if youths celebrate Valentine 
with a positive spirit then everyone should 
support them.

“If they want to build good values such as 
unity and brotherhood, and share the joy of 
Valentine’s Day with one another, then good 
luck to them,” Julianto said.

“Such values are important to avoid nega-
tive things,” the father of two said.   

“Valentine’s Day can be a moment for eve-
ryone to reflect on love and mutual respect,” 
said Franciscan Fr Vincentius Darmin Mbu-
la, chairman of the National Council of Cath-
olic Education.

He disagreed with local governments tak-
ing it on themselves to tell schools to impose 
bans.

“Headmasters, teachers, students and 
parents can build a good community spirit 
and use the occasion to strengthen love and 
brotherhood, and as an opportunity to build 
a bridge of friendship amidst diversity,” he 
said.

Since 2015, the Indonesian branch of One 
Billion Rising (OBR), a global movement 
campaigning to end rape and sexual violence 
against women, has used Valentine’s Day to 
deliver its message by taking to the streets 
and performing flash mob dances. 

“The aim is to encourage women, victims 
and activists alike, to speak up and take ac-
tion against violence against women as well 
as other kinds of violence,” said OBR 2020 
coordinator Dinda Deselia.

This includes tackling issues associated 
with violence such as child marriage, dis-
crimination against minorities and acts of in-
tolerance in general. — By Konradus Epa, 
ucanews.com

Indonesian Muslim students take part in an anti-Valentine’s Day rally in Surabaya on Feb 14, 
2019. (ucanews.com via AFP)

Indonesian Muslim students take 
part in an anti-Valentine’s Day march



BENGALURU: The Church in India 
has reiterated its commitment to pro-
moting dialogue and social harmony, 
even in the midst of conflicts or so-
cial and political crises. 

Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Bom-
bay expressed the Church’s com-
mitment while inaugurating the 
biennial plenary assembly of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of In-
dia (CBCI). 

The theme of the 34th assembly at 
St John’s Medical College, February 
13 to 19,  was  Dialogue: The Path to 
Truth and Charity.

Cardinal Gracias, who is CBCI 
president, recalled that “the Church 
has always been at the service of 
society”, and stressed that need for 
dialogue which “is the tapestry of dif-
ferent cultures, languages and ethnic 
diversity.”

They reflected on how the Church 
would move forward, discuss various 
programme and papers, and also ad-
dressed the various issues that affect 
the Church in general.  This included 
focussing on the task of nation-build-
ing through its services in education, 
healthcare and its outreach pro-
gramme for the marginalised.

The Catholic Church in India, Car-
dinal Gracias said, would move for-
ward in dialogue with all groups in 
society, such as civic bodies, govern-
ment and non-governmental organi-

sations and religious communities, so 
as to “create a peaceful and harmo-
nious environment for all to live as 
true citizens of the rich land, India”.  
The CBCI president assured that the 
Church in India will continue to “live 
the gospel values of peace, joy and 
harmony and always work for the 
whole humankind.”

“I place into the Lord’s hands this 
Plenary Assembly and pray that the 
fruits of the deliberations may inspire 
us to continue to build bridges, first 
by understanding the other person 
and then walking along with him or 
her, irrespective of his or her caste, 
creed, colour,” he stated.

Cardinal Gracias noted that a simi-
lar theme had been addressed by the 
CBCI plenary assembly 20 years ago, 
but the Indian Church now wants to 
give new impetus and vitality to this 
theme, strengthening networks and 
institutions to improve dialogue.

The Church, he said, has always 
championed the cause of dialogue 
and peaceful interaction to build the 
world community, hence the need to 
break down the walls of separation 
and build bridges of unity.

“The Church in India was a pio-
neer in education, medical and health 
services besides social upliftment. It 
always stood as the light of the world 
and helped others to witness to the 
same light and truth.”
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BEIJING: Columban missionary Fr 
Eamon O’Brien writes: I have been 
visiting China since 1979 and work-
ing systematically there since 2000. 
In 2014, we were able to open an 
Augustinian Sisters’ Active contem-
plative Monastery. I unhesitatingly 
call this a wonder and a miracle in 
the context of Communist China.

The foundation of this monastery 
can be sourced to many, including 
the prayers and financial support of 
many in Britain and Ireland, but in 
a special way to the extraordinary 
faith of two people: the Mother 
Foundress, Sr Mary, who with her 
family lived through all the oppres-
sion of the ‘50s and ‘60s in China 
and the positive response of an el-
derly bishop despite his suffering 

during the same period. I once asked 
the Bishop how was it possible for 
him to say yes when asked to spon-
sor this Contemplative Monastery 
in his diocese in such difficulties for 

Christians in China. His reply was 
profound: “When Sr Mary told me 
her story and the dream of her con-
templative vocation, my 20 years 
in prison, ten of these in solitary 
confinement, flashed to memory, 
painful as they were. But in a mo-
ment I saw the point of it all. It was 
a grace that allowed me to recognise 
and understand her call to initiate a 
contemplative monastery, as that 
was the only option available to me 
while in prison - Contemplation.”

The Monastery was formally 
opened in 2014. Since that time, 
the Sisters offered an opportunity to 
the pastoral workers and people of 
the area, for prayer, reflection, and 
silence before God, as well as open-
ing up a space for people to engage 

with the creation that God has gifted 
us with.

However, permission to open the 
Monastery was given by the gov-
ernment with a BIG CONDITION, 
namely, that a Nursing Home for 
the Aged would be attached to the 
monastery. This was acceptable to 
the sisters and would constitute the 
“active” part of their mission.

During my visit to the monas-
tery in January 2019, we prayed 
and talked, about this challenge and 
to preempt any undue harassment 
from the government, we decided 
to proceed with the building of the 
Home for the Aged. As well as ful-
filling the government requirement 
for the opening of the monastery. 
there is a growing need for this ser-

vice in modern day China, especial-
ly for poorer people. We expect the 
cost to be about one million, nine 
hundred thousand US dollars. The 
Catholics of China have collected 
$500,000 to date and now I’m seek-
ing support outside of China to raise 
another $1,000,000.

I am grateful for your generous 
support to us over the past twenty 
years to strengthen the Church in 
China in its mission of proclaiming 
the Good News of Jesus Christ in 
China; you may continue this sup-
port for the Contemplative with 
your prayer, and if possible a dona-
tion.

For mor einformation pleae go to  
www.ccschina.co.uk./

— ICN

China: Appeal from contemplative monastery — be part of the miracle

Indian Church renews its commitment 
to dialogue for social harmony

Fr Eamon O’Brien

The inauguration of CBCI’s ple-
nary assembly included a concel-
ebrated Mass presided over by the 
Apostolic Nuncio to India, Arch-
bishop Giambattista Diquattro, 
along with the heads of the coun-
try’s 3 ritual Churches, other arch-
bishops, bishops, office-bearers 
and officials of the CBCI. 

It was also attended by a great 
number of priests, religious and lay 
faithful. Representatives of other 
religions were also invited to ad-
dress the participants and share 
their views on the theme of the as-
sembly.

In his inaugural address, Arch-
bishop Diquattro reiterated the 
exhortation of Pope Francis in his 
Motu Proprio, Vos estis lux mundi 

(You are the light of the world), on 
the issue of accountability regard-
ing abuse, harassment and violence 
in the Church.  He said the Pope 
urges each diocese to strive “to 
shine a light on our wrongdoing 
before the eyes of the world”.

He advised the clergy in India 
to commit themselves to the truth 
within the Church, even though it is 
painful. This undertaking goes way 
beyond the problem of abuse and 
is ordered towards a substantiated 
evangelical reform of the Church.

Archbishop Diquattro said, “It 
is a matter of not betraying the pri-
mary evangelical concern of the 
Church in favour of the last, the 
marginalised and vulnerable peo-
ple.” This concern, he explained, 

promotes a spirituality of co-
responsibility and of sharing, in 
order to create among the faithful 
a climate of openness, coherence 
and transparency. The Nuncio also 
stressed that the proclamation of 
the Good News must be carried out 
in joyful service.

India’s Catholic Church is made 
up of three ritual Churches – the 
Latin, the Syro-Malabar and the 
Syro-Malankara – that together 
make up the CBCI, the apex body 
of the Catholic Church in India.  

The CBCI, which was instituted 
in 1944, turned 75 this year. With 
175 dioceses and over 200 active 
bishops, it is one of the largest bish-
ops’ conferences in the world. — 
By Robin Gomes, Vatican News

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) in Bengaluru, Feb 13, 2020. (Asianews photo/CBCI)

Be the light of the world — A spirituality of co-responsibility



Pope Francis on St John 
Paul II: ‘I learned from him’

Cardinal Tagle starts work 
in Rome

Over a thousand trafficking victims 
detained in prison-like conditions last year

VATICAN: In a newly published 
book, Pope Francis answers ques-
tions about himself and St John 
Paul II, saying he learnt the im-
portance of joy and mercy from 
his predecessor, and they are in 
“total harmony” on the subject of 
priestly ministry.

“I think that joy is the most 
important characteristic of the 
encounter with the risen Jesus,” 
Pope Francis said, noting the joy 
and mercy of John Paul II’s pon-
tificate, “I learnt from him.”

Pope Francis’ thoughts on his 
predecessor and other topics are 
recorded in the Italian-language 
book St John Paul the Great, pub-
lished Feb 11 and co-authored 
with Fr. Luigi Maria Epicoco.

The book is divided into five 
chapters, each with information 
on an aspect or period of the life 
of John Paul II, written by Epi-
coco. These are followed by con-
versations with Pope Francis on 
related topics which took place 
from June 2019 to January 2020.

In one chapter, Fr Epicoco, 39, 
quotes at length from John Paul 
II’s letter Gift and Mystery, which 
the Polish saint wrote for the 50th 
anniversary of his priestly ordina-
tion.

Francis said he believes it is 
enough to read letters he wrote 
on Holy Thursday or some of the 
homilies he gave as a bishop in 
Buenos Aires “to see that there is 
total harmony with the thoughts 
of St John Paul II with respect to 
the priesthood.”

Pope Francis goes on to say he 
is “convinced celibacy is a gift, 
a grace, and walking in the foot-
steps of Paul VI and then of John 
Paul II and Benedict XVI, I am 
convinced that celibacy is a de-
cisive grace that characterizes the 
Latin Catholic Church. I repeat: It 
is a grace, not a limit.”

Pope Francis was a provincial 
superior of the Jesuits when John 
Paul II was elected Bishop of 
Rome. He noted that at the mo-
ment the news of the new pope’s 
election was announced, he was 
driving. Hearing the name “Wo-
jtyla” and not recognising it, he 
said he first thought the new pope 
was African.

“I heard his first words and had 
a very good feeling,” Francis re-
called. “And this impression was 
strengthened immediately after-
wards, when they told me that he 
had been a university chaplain, a 
professor of philosophy, a moun-

tain climber, a skier, a sportsman, 
a man who prayed a lot. I liked 
him a lot. I immediately felt a 
great fondness for him.”

The first encounter between the 

two men took place when John 
Paul II visited Argentina in 1987. 
It was “a dark moment in my life,” 
Francis said. Then still Fr Jorge 
Bergoglio, he had returned to Ar-

gentina after being in Germany 
to write his doctorate “and to get 
away from a tense atmosphere in 
my religious province itself.”

Their second meeting was in 
1994 during the Synod of Bish-
ops on Consecrated Life, when 
Bergoglio was auxiliary bishop 
of Buenos Aires.

The two also met during later 
synods and ad limina visits.

In 2001, Pope John Paul II 
made Archbishop Bergoglio a 
cardinal.

Francis shared a memory from 
the moment he received the red 
hat from the Pope: “I felt the 
strong desire, while I was kneel-
ing to receive the cardinal’s bi-
retta, to not limit myself only to 
the exchange of the sign of peace, 
but to kiss [John Paul II’s] hand.”

“Some people criticised me for 
this gesture,” he added, “but it 
was spontaneous for me.”

Pope Francis canonised St John 
Paul II in 2014.

“It is enough to look at his 
life” to see that John Paul II had 
“the smell of the sheep,” Francis 
said. “He was a pastor who loved 
people and the people returned 
it with an immense love.” — By 
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

MANILA, Philippines: Filipino Car-
dinal Luis Antonio Tagle, the new 
prefect of the Congregation for Evan-
gelisation of Peoples, officially started 
work in Rome on Feb 12.

Addressing those who welcomed 
him to his new office, the cardinal 
said, “I am the prefect but I am not 
perfect.”

“I come here as a student in order to 
learn from you, my masters and teach-
ers,” he added.

Cardinal Tagle’s message was 
shared by Father Reginald Malicdem, 
the cardinal’s former personal secre-
tary in Manila Archdiocese, who ac-
companied him to Rome.

The priest said Cardinal Tagle ad-
mitted before his new co-workers that 
he did not study in Rome and that he 
took it upon himself to learn the Ital-
ian language.

“So I speak a unique Italian of my 
own,” said the cardinal, who extended 
“greetings and affections from Asia 
and especially from the Philippines 
and Manila.”

Fr Malicdem also shared photos of 
Cardinal Tagle in his new office. In 
one photograph, the cardinal was seen 
looking out of his office window.

“It overlooks the famous column 
of the Immaculate Conception near 
the Spanish Steps,” Father Malicdem 
said. “This will surely remind him of 
Manila Cathedral and Manila Arch-
diocese.” 

Cardinal Tagle left Manila on Feb 9 
to assume his new post at the Vatican.

Pope Francis appointed Cardinal 

Tagle prefect of the Congregation for 
the Evangelisation of Peoples, also 
known as Propaganda Fide, in De-
cember.

The Manila prelate’s new assign-
ment is an important position in the 
Vatican as it takes care of the mis-
sion in territories mostly in Asia and 
Africa.

The congregation was established 
nearly 400 years ago in 1622 by Pope 
Gregory XV with the task of ensur-
ing the “transmission and dissemina-
tion of the faith throughout the whole 
world.”

As head of the office, Cardinal 
Tagle will oversee the work of most 
dioceses in Asia, Africa and Oceania, 
in which one third of the Catholic 
Church’s 4,000 dioceses are found. — 
By Joe Torres, ucanews.com

LONDON: More than 1,200 im-
migration detainees were found 
to be potential trafficking victims 
before, during or after time spent 
in immigration detention cen-
tres in 2019. The newly released 
Home Office figures were se-
cured by a data-mapping project 
After Exploitation via Freedom 
of Information (FOI) request.

This newly-released data sug-
gests that in more than 1,200 cas-
es last year, safeguards intended 
to identify trafficking victims 
failed to prevent them from be-
ing detained.

The Government department is 
also responsible for identifying 
human trafficking victims (as a 
‘statutory First Responder’) and 
deciding who is a trafficking vic-
tim (through a process called the 
National Referral Mechanism).

In July last year, over 20 
NGOs signed an open letter ask-
ing the Government to reassess 
the Home Office’s involvement 
in decision-making on both de-
tention vulnerability and human 
trafficking claims. More than 30 
organisations have also joined 
After Exploitation’s calls for the 
Government to regularly report 
on slavery outcomes.

The Government has com-
mitted to reducing the number 
of people detained. However, 
the findings suggest a rise in the 
number of potential modern slav-

ery victims held in Immigration 
Removal Centres between 2018 
and 2019.

The Jesuit Refugee Service 
(JRS) UK’s Director, Sarah 
Teather, said, “This fresh, hor-
rifying data on detention of vic-
tims of trafficking is further and 
compelling proof of a reality that 
JRS UK encounters regularly. 
Time and again, survivors of 
trafficking are failed by a system 
that prioritises immigration con-
trol over identification and sup-
porting people who have been 
trafficked. It is time for change. 
Behind each of these numbers 
is a human person with a hu-
man story. We support victims of 
trafficking through our work in 
Heathrow IRC, and observe how 
profoundly traumatising deten-
tion is for them.”

Anti Slavery International’s 
Programme Manager, Kate Rob-
erts, said, “In prioritising immi-
gration control over supporting 
victims of crime, the UK risks 
playing into the hands of traf-

fickers. Survivors of trafficking 
regularly tell us that their exploit-
ers use the threat of immigration 
detention to control them. When 
people who have been trafficked 
are detained, their traffickers 
win.

“Instead of being recognised 
as a victim of crime, trafficked 
people are locked away with the 
prospect of immigration remov-
al. In practice, it means survivors 
often won’t be able to support 
prosecutions against their traf-
ficker or access compensation for 
their ordeal.”

Dr Frank Arnold, member of 
Medact and clinical director of 
Forrest Medico-Legal Services 
said, “As a doctor I have exam-
ined several people who have 
been trafficked, then arrested 
and detained for extended peri-
ods, and have then very belatedly 
received reasonable or conclu-
sive grounds decisions by the 
National Referral Mechanism. 
Unsurprisingly, most displayed 
strong evidence of traumatisation 
from the trafficking and persist-
ing exacerbation of PTSD from 
re-traumatisation as a result of 
detention. The reason is simple: 
To take a trafficked person who 
is no longer under control of their 
abusive exploiters and subject 
them to detention is to substitute 
one form of powerlessness for 
another. — ICN

St John Paul II in St Peter’s Basilica, March 25, 1983. (CNA photo/
L’Osservatore Romano)

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle with 
his personal secretary, Fr Reginald 
Malicdem, in his new office at the 
Congregation for the Evangelisation 
of Peoples in the Vatican. (Photo 
courtesy of Fr Malicdem)
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One year of missionary work required 
for future Vatican diplomat priests

New Hong Kong bishop 
to be announced soon

VATICAN: Pope Francis has re-
quested that priests in Formation 
for the Holy See’s diplomatic ser-
vice be required to spend one year 
in missionary work, the Vatican an-
nounced.

The Pope has asked for the 
change to go into effect for the 
2020/2021 academic year. He 
called for the curriculum update 
in a letter to the president of the 
Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy, 
Archbishop Joseph Marino.

To face “growing challenges for 
the Church and the world, future 
diplomats of the Holy See must 
acquire, in addition to the solid 
priestly and pastoral formation, 
and the specific one offered by this 
Academy, also a personal mission 
experience outside their Diocese of 
origin,” Francis wrote.

It is an opportunity for the priests 
to share “with the missionary 
churches, a period of the journey 
together with their community, 
participating in their daily evange-
lising activity,” he added.

The Pope noted in his letter, 
signed Feb 11, that he had first 

expressed the desire for the forma-
tion of priest-diplomats to include 
a missionary year at the end of the 
Amazon Synod in 2019.

“I am convinced that such an ex-
perience will be useful to all young 

people who prepare or begin priest-
ly service,” he said, “but, in par-
ticular to those who, in the future 
will be called to collaborate with 
the Pontifical Representatives and 
subsequently may in turn become 

Envoys of the Holy See to the na-
tions and particular Churches.”

The Pontifical Ecclesiastical 
Academy is a training academy for 
priests from around the world who 
may be asked to enter the diplo-

matic corps of the Holy See.
In addition to studying theology 

and canon law at pontifical univer-
sities in Rome, the students learn 
topics and skills relevant to dip-
lomatic work such as languages, 
international diplomacy, and diplo-
matic history.

American Archbishop Joseph 
Marino has been president since 
October 2019. He has been in the 
diplomatic service of the Holy See 
since 1988.

The Pope said implementation of 
the missionary year would require 
cooperation with the Secretariat of 
State, especially with the section 
for diplomatic personnel.

He added that “having overcome 
the initial concerns that could 
arise,” he is sure the experience 
“will be useful not only to young 
academics but also to individual 
churches with whom they will col-
laborate.”

Francis also said he hopes it will 
inspire other priests to volunteer 
to serve as a missionaries outside 
their dioceses for a period. — By                     
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

HONG KONG: Priests in the Dio-
cese of Hong Kong are expecting 
the announcement of their new 
bishop within the next week. 

“We have been told to expect 
an announcement within the next 
ten days or so,” a senior priest in 
Hong Kong said. The priest con-
firmed that Rev Peter Choy Wai-
man is the expected appointee. 

“I think by the end of the month 
we should see something official,” 
the priest added.

The Hong Kong diocese has 
been without a permanent leader 
since the death of Bishop Michael 
Yeung Ming-cheung in January 
2019. — By Ed Condon, CNA

Pope Francis poses with clerics during his general audience in St Peter’s Square at the Vatican May 15, 2019. 
(CNS photo/Paul Haring). Inset pic: Archbishop Joseph Marino.
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Pope Francis to laity: It is time to share the Gospel
VATICAN: Laypeople have a man-
date to spread the Gospel in their 
concrete circumstances through the 
witness of their lives, Pope Francis 
said in a message sent to Catho-
lics attending a congress on laity in 
Spain.

“The living Word of God needs 
to be preached with passion and joy 
through Christian witness, to be able 
to tear down even the highest walls 
that isolate and exclude,” the Pope 
wrote in the message, delivered Feb 
14.

“It is time for you, men and wom-
en engaged in the world of culture, 
politics, industry... that with their 
way of life are able to bring the nov-
elty and joy of the Gospel wherever 
they are.”

Francis encouraged lay people 
to live their vocation “immersed in 
the world” and, “with God and with 

the Church,” to listen to the people 
around them.

He also asked lay Catholics to be 
careful of the temptations of cleri-
calism, competitiveness, stiffness, 
negativity and “ecclesial careerism.”

These temptations “suffocate the 
specificity of [the laity’s] call to holi-
ness in today’s world,” he added.

The Pope emphasised that “we 
are part of a Christian community. 
We are not one more group, nor an 
NGO, but the family of God sum-
moned around the same Lord.”

“Remembering this leads us to 
deepen our faith every day: a gift 
that is lived in liturgical action, in 
the common prayer of the whole 
Church, and which must be an-
nounced.”

He said “the missionary mandate 
is always current.” — By Hannah 
Brockhaus, CNA Pope Francis greets pilgrims at World Youth Day in Panama City, Jan 24, 2019. (CNA photo/Vatican Media)

Nigeria: Another priest kidnapped
EDO, Nigeria: A priest who works 
in the Diocese of Uromi, in the 
state of Edo, South-Eastern Nige-
ria was kidnapped Feb 14. Fr Osi 
Odenore, Chancellor of the Dio-
cese, told a press conference that Fr 
Nicholas Oboh, was kidnapped on 
Feb 14. He did not give any more 
details, but said: “We are sure that 
he is alive” and said “steps were be-
ing taken” to ensure that Fr Oboh 
would be released safely.

Fr Odenore concluded his speech 
by asking for prayers for the kid-
napped priest.

Kidnappings for extortion pur-
poses have plagued several areas 
of Nigeria for some time. In addi-
tion to the kidnapping of Fr Oboh, 
several children were kidnapped in 
Umelu, in the state of Edo, when 

bandits attacked the village. After 
robbing the residents, the bandits 
fled with the four children. Despite 
paying a ransom, only one of the 

children has so far been released.
Among the people kidnapped, 

there are priests and men and wom-
en religious. Four seminarians were 
abducted from the major Seminary 
of the Good Shepherd of Kakau, in 
the State of Kaduna, in north-west 
Nigeria, by armed men on the night 
of Jan 8, The youngest of these, Mi-
chael Nnadi (18), was killed while 
the other three were released.

At his funeral, Msgr Matthew 
Hassan Kukah, Bishop of Sokoto, 
criticised President Muhammadu 
Buhari, who had been elected on 
the promise to restore security in 
the country. Msgr Kukah said that 
the President’s policies have deep-
ened ethnic and religious divisions 
between North and South and led to 
more violence and unrest. — ICN

Fr Nicholas Oboh

Rev Peter Choy Wai-man
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In his new apostolic exhortation on the Church in the Amazo-
nian region, Pope Francis has refused a request by bishops at 

last October’s Synod assembly to formally approve the ordina-
tion of married priests and women deacons.

In Querida Amazonia (Beloved Amazon), the Pope pretty 
much ignores these two issues all together.

And this, of course, has provoked predictable responses 
throughout the variegated world of Roman Catholicism.

Traditionalists and doctrinal conservatives, for the most part, 
are breathing a sigh of relief. Some are even jumping for joy.

They are satisfied the Pope did not open the door to what, in 
their minds, would be a slippery slope towards the total unravel-
ling of the Church as we know it.

Most progressives, reformers and Vatican II types – on the 
other hand – are deeply disappointed. Some, especially women, 
are extremely hurt and angry.

They believe Francis missed a golden opportunity to take a 
decisive step towards eradicating the misogynist and clericalist 
attitudes and practices that have conditioned the Church’s inter-
nal life and structures for centuries.

And there is also that not so minor problem of people being 
deprived of the Eucharist, sometimes for several months at a 
time, just because there are not enough priests (i.e. men willing 
to remain celibate for life, according to the current discipline).

For opposite reasons, neither traditionalists nor progressives 
are happy about this.

Missing the point completely
But if you’ve read some of the commentary on Pope Francis’ 

decision not to change the discipline of priestly celibacy or ap-
prove women deacons, you probably have the impression that 
this is a “win” for old-time Catholicism and a “loss” for the 
Church’s reformers.

Actually, it might just be the other way around.
And you don’t have to look at the fine print or obscure foot-

notes at the bottom of the page to discover why. Francis tells us 
so right at the beginning of Querida Amazonia.

Remember, this is an apostolic exhortation.
And as such it is considered to be the Pope’s response to the fi-

nal document of last year’s Synod assembly, including the bish-
ops’ specific requests for concrete changes and new initiatives.

But in the very first lines, Francis explains that this apostolic 
exhortation is going to be different.

“I will not go into all of the issues treated at length in the final 
document. Nor do I claim to replace that text or to duplicate it,” 
he says.

Rather, he explains that his exhortation will be merely “a brief 
framework for reflection… that can help guide us to a harmoni-
ous, creative and fruitful reception of the entire synodal process.”

In other words, the papal text is only part of the process. Fran-
cis is not pronouncing the final word or making final decisions 
with this exhortation.

That should have been clear to anyone who read even just the 
first page of Querida Amazonia.

And the Pope goes further.
I’m Pope Francis, and I approve this message.
“At the same time, I would like to officially present the Final 

Document, which sets forth the conclusions of the Synod,” he 
says.

What does officially present mean? The final document has 
been available to the public since the day it was presented to the 
Pope at the Amazon Synod.

It sure sounds like the Pope is giving his approval to the final 
document, especially when he then says this:

“May the pastors, consecrated men and women and lay faith-
ful of the Amazon region strive to apply it, and may it inspire in 
some way every person of good will.” 
— By Robert Mickens, LCI (international.la-croix.com)

Deciding not to      
decide… for now
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La Croix Africa: The Pope’s new docu-
ment, which comes in the aftermath of 
the Amazon Synod, was published on 
Feb 12. What can we take away from 
this text?
Fr Jean Messingue: This exhortation is an 
excellent programme for pastoral renewal 
in the Amazon to create a Church with an 
“Amazonian face”.

The Pope places this programme in the 
perspective of inculturating the incarnation 
of the Gospel and the Church in Amazo-
nia.

The exhortation presents quite clearly 
a vision, mission and strategic direction. 
There are even proposals for how to carry 
that out.

It also proposes a contextualised reflec-
tion on inculturation, which highlights its 
various dimensions (social, spiritual, ec-
clesial, liturgical and ecological).

We were expecting the Pope to address 
issues concerning the ecology, priestly or-
dination of married men and the female 
diaconate. How did the text do that?
The Pope integrates ecology into an inte-
gral and multidimensional vision of the 
inculturation of the proclamation of the 
Gospel.

It is very enlightening how he links ecol-
ogy with inculturation.

The central question of the Synod was 
evangelisation in Amazonia. The text of-
fers some possible answers, and ecological 
considerations are present in them.

The question of the priestly ordination 

of permanent deacons of proven virtue 
does not appear in the exhortation.

The exhortation is part of the process of 
discernment. And the Pope is attentive of 
this process, which requires confirmation.

The exhortation is the fruit of discern-
ment. It is not a strategic response.

We can imagine that, in this process of 
discernment, the Pope considers the greater 
good of the Church. On the other hand, the 
Holy Father reminds us in Amoris Laetitia 
that “time is greater than space.” From a 
pastoral point of view, he understands that 
some changes can be made only in stages, 
gradually.

This exhortation confirms, therefore, 
that Francis practises the ecclesial discern-
ment and true dialogue that he proposes to 
the missionary Church.

Perhaps this exhortation can help us 
understand that the ordination of married 
men was not the only and sufficient solu-
tion for the Church in Amazonia.

There are many similarities between the 
realities in the Amazonian region and 
those in certain regions of Africa. How 

can the Pope’s text be helpful for Africa?
A Church “with an Amazonian face.” This 
expression recurs frequently in this exhor-
tation. That is the objective of inculturation, 
which is the project of the Church Family 
of God, indeed of every local Church.

This exhortation invites the Church in 
Africa to take stock of its project of incul-
turation. Has it become a Church with an 
African face?

Inculturation is a dynamic process. The 
present realities of Africa invite us to re-
new this project of inculturation-incarna-
tion with all its various dimensions, as the 
Pope has proposed.

The exhortation speaks extensively of 
the contribution of the laity in evangeli-
sation. This can encourage the Church in 
Africa to continue to foster a greater in-
volvement of the laity in the mission and 
governance of the Church.

Finally, the exhortation’s emphasis on 
women, especially their contribution in 
the Amazon, invites us to make the con-
tribution of women in the mission of the 
Church in Africa more visible.

— LCI (international.la-croix.com)

Reading ‘Querida 
Amazonia’ with 
African eyes

Fr Jean Messingue, a Jesuit theologian and 
psychologist, is the interim director of the 
Theological Institute of the Society of Jesus in 
Abidjan (ITCJ).

In this interview with La Croix Africa’s Lucie 
Sarr, he analyses Querida Amazonia (Beloved 
Amazonia), Pope Francis’ new post-synodal 
apostolic exhortation.
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SAO PAULO: Pope Francis’ apostolic 
exhortation on the pan-Amazonian synod 
surprised many Church workers who live 
in the region and elicited a range of reac-
tions.

Although no one interviewed overtly 
criticised the Pope, religious in the Ama-
zon said they were surprised and called 
Pope Francis’ decision not to authorise the 
ordination of married men “excessively 
prudent.” Several agreed, however, that 
Pope Francis has advanced discussion on 
the matter.

Querida Amazonia (Beloved Amazo-
nia) “fell short of our expectations. We 
expected the Pope to take it a step further, 
and he didn’t,” said Bishop Erwin Kraut-
ler, retired head of the Xingu prelature in 
Brazil’s Amazon region.

The bishop, who participated in the Oc-
tober Synod of Bishops for the Amazon, 
said he would not go so far as saying he 
was disappointed, but he was surprised by 
the avoidance of a clear decision on the 
matter of ordaining married permanent 
deacons.

“I would say we were surprised by the 
document, since more than two-thirds of 
the bishops at the synod voted in favour of 
the ordination of married men,” said Bish-
op Krautler. “There are dozens of commu-
nities here that have the Eucharist two or 
three times a year. Some of these people 

feel they are excluded from the Church.”
“We cannot deprive these people in 

remote places of the centre of our faith, 
which is the Eucharist,” he added.

Others, however, looked at the decision 
in a more positive manner.

“The exhortation does not close the 
door; it motivates us to continue to walk 
toward a solution” said Archbishop 
Roque Paloschi of Porto Velho.

He said there is no “magic solution”; 
processes such as these, he said, take time 
to be implemented.

“The Pope is not creating the wheel, he 
is simply helping the wheel turn, giving 
us courage to take steps forward,” he said.

Bishop Krautler agreed that Pope Fran-
cis “made it clear that this was not the fi-
nal decision on the issue.”

“We expect that the issue will be revisit-
ed in the near future. I believe Pope Fran-
cis thought the idea was not yet mature to 
put into practice,” said Bishop Krautler.

Sr Rose Bertoldo, a member of the 
Congregation of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary who attended the synod, said 
the document “left much to be desired in 
terms of the ordination of married men to 
(serve in) remote places.”

“It (exhortation) definitely put a damper 
on peoples’ expectations,” said Fr Edil-
berto Sena, 77, of Santarem. Pope Francis 
“was excessively prudent in his decision.”

“His solution for ordaining more priests 
or bringing priests from the South here are 
not viable at this moment in time. This is 
not a solution,” said Fr Sena, director of a 
network of radio stations throughout the 
Amazon region.

“Here in the region of Santarem, we 
have 800 communities and only 44 
priests. It is the layperson who is support-
ing the faith of the Christian people here,” 
he said.

Sr Bertoldo noted that Pope Francis 
urged people to read the final synod docu-
ment. She said it is only from the base, 
from Catholic communities, that small but 
significant changes can be made.

“We need to study the post-synod docu-
ment and now this exhortation and com-
bine these two. The communities need to 
pressure the bishops to make these chang-
es,” she said.

Fr Sena said he believed Pope Francis 
had taken one step back so that, later, the 
Church could take two steps forward. 
“Pope Francis is a Jesuit; he has gained a 
lot of knowledge along his life,” he said.

Bishop Krautler emphasised Pope 
Francis’ affection for the Amazon region.

“The title of the document, Beloved 
Amazonia, shows deep caring for the re-
gion. It does not say esteemed or valued, it 
says beloved,” he said. — By Lise Alves, 
CNS

In Brazil, Querida Amazonia elicits 
a range of reactions among religious
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“It is not a decree, but an invitation to 
dream,” said Archbishop Walmor 
Oliveira de Azevedo of Belo Hori-

zonte in southeast Brazil.
He was addressing the press at the head-

quarters of the National Conference of Bish-
ops of Brazil (CNBB) on Feb 12, the day the 
Vatican published Pope Francis’ Apostolic 
Exhortation Querida Amazonia (Beloved 
Amazonia).

The 65-year-old archbishop, who is also 
the CNBB president, emphasised that the pa-
pal document “calls us to walk the mission-
ary path with a new enthusiasm”.

This much-awaited 22-page text responds 
to proposals the bishops made at the Syn-
od assembly on Amazonia last October in 
Rome.

Catholics in the Amazonian region were 
delighted that the exhortation was released 
on Feb 12, which also marked the 15th an-
niversary of the assassination of Sr Dorothy 
Stang.

The US-born Notre Dame de Namur mis-
sionary was an important figure in the strug-
gle for social justice in the Amazon.

Giving the Church ‘new faces with          
Amazonian features’
Pope Francis put forth four dreams for the 
Amazonian region — social, cultural, eco-
logical and ecclesial.

Cardinal Cláudio Hummes, who served as 
General Rapporteur of the Synod assembly, 
welcomed the fact that concern for “the poor, 
the forgotten, the excluded and the aban-
doned” figures first among them.

“I dream of Christian communities capa-
ble of generous commitment, incarnate in the 
Amazon region, and giving the Church new 
faces with Amazonian features,” Francis says, 
describing his fourth dream for the region.

However, the Pope does not mention the 
ordination of married men to make up for 
the shortage of priests in the region. This 
was one of the key recommendations that 
the majority of Latin American bishops at 
the Synod made to the Pope, in an effort to 
integrate men from indigenous communi-
ties.

“The Pope has not said anything about it, 
so the door is not closed to study and debate 
this theme. It is an important subject that 
will not be resolved overnight,” said Bishop 
Adolfo Zon Pereira of Alto Solimões, a Xa-
verian Missionary whose diocese is located 
some 1,100 kilometres from the Amazonian 
capital of Manaus.

“But when Pope Francis affirms that ‘the 
way of shaping priestly life and ministry is 
not monolithic, that it develops distinctive 
traits in different parts of the world’, he 
leaves room for debate,” says the 64-year 
old Spanish prelate, who has served in the 

region, on the borders of Colombia and 
Peru, for almost 30 years.

The Pope invites the laity to commit them-
selves to a “new life in the communities,” to 
“respond to the challenges of the Amazon” 
by relying on the basic ecclesiastical com-
munities and groups of itinerant missionar-
ies.

“Nevertheless, I was hoping for a sign 
from the Pope towards those who head 70 
per cent of the ecclesial communities in Am-
azonia,” said Bishop Evaristo Pascoal Spen-
gler of Marajó, referring to the essential role 
of women.

The 60-year-old Franciscan defended the 
ordination of women to the diaconate during 
the Synod assembly.

“We are in the midst of a process, and 
from this text we are going to publish a 
small booklet that we will read during the 
year with the faithful,” said a visibly opti-
mistic Bishop Spengler.

The silence of Jair Bolsonaro
Without quoting Brazil's head of state, the 
Pope says the exploitation of mining resourc-
es in indigenous territories — which President 
Bolsonaro wants to pursue — is a “crime” and 
an “injustice” that perpetuates “colonising in-
terests”.

Until now, the CNBB has not commented 
on the bill presented to Congress last week to 
authorise the exploitation of water and mining 
resources in indigenous territories.

“We are against everything that harms the 
environment and the native peoples (...) and 
this in response to economic interests and de-
velopment that does not care about the poorest 
and, on the contrary, excludes them,” Arch-
bishop Oliveira de Azevedo told the press.

Furthermore, the CNBB criticised the lack 
of civil society representation in the National 
Council of the Amazon, which was created on 
Feb 11 to respond to international criticism 
following the fires of last August.

This new body is headed by Brazilian Vice-
President, General Antônio Hamilton Martins 
Mourão, who has no record for defending in-
digenous rights.

Bolsonaro has not commented on the 
Pope’s vision of this “beloved Amazon”.

But prior to last autumn’s Synod, the Bol-
sonaro government accused the Catholic bish-
ops of seeking to destabilise its ruling power 
and undermine Brazilian sovereignty over the 
region.

Cardinal Hummes recalled that the Catho-
lic Church is open to debate with civil society 
and the presidency, if there is “a willingness 
to dialogue”.

However, the 85-year-old cardinal said 
the Bolsonaro administration’s progressive 
takeover of the Amazon poses a “risk for de-
mocracy”. — By Marie Naudascher, LCI                        
(international.la-croix.com)

Catholics in Amazonia welcome the 
post-synodal apostolic exhortation

Pope Francis greets people of the Amazon in Puerto Maldonado, Peru, Jan 19, 2018. (CNS 
photo/Paul Haring)

MUMBAI: Thousands of people, includ-
ing several Christians, gathered at Azad 
Maidan in Mumbai to oppose the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act (CAA), the proposed 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the 
National Population Register (NPR).

This was the second mass gathering wit-
nessed by Mumbai after the August Kranti 
Maidan protest last December. While organ-
isers of the February 15 rally — ‘Alliance 
against CAA, NRC & NPR Mumbai’ — 
claimed that 200,000 people attended, the 
police pegged the figure at 70,000.

Speakers from diverse backgrounds, in-
cluding politicians, Muslim scholars, social 
activists and even the former principal of St 
Xavier’s College, Jesuit Fr Frazer Mascaren-
has, addressed the crowd.

“We have to stand united and fight this law. 
Even our Cardinal Oswald Gracias has said 
that a law that does not benefit the people 
should be taken back,” Fr Mascarenhas said.

Condemning the attacks on JNU and Ja-
mia Millia Islamia students in New Delhi, he 
added: “I cannot imagine a situation when 
the police would not help if students are at-
tacked. When terrorists attacked Mumbai, 
within minutes, police personnel from Azad 
Maidan had arrived to protect our students, 
but this was not the case when goons at-
tacked students in JNU. At Jamia Millia, 
police entered and attacked students. This 
cannot be our Bharat.”

Others who attended the event included the 

national team of the Indian Christian Women 
Movement. Kochurani Abraham, one of the 
team members, said they remained with the 
Muslim women until midnight.

The gathering was also addressed by con-
vener of the protest, Justice (retd) Kolse Pa-
til, social activist Teesta Setalvad, actor Su-
shant Singh and Samajwadi Party leader Abu 
Asim Azmi.

Justice (retd) Patil urged the crowd not 
to show any document to government offi-
cials amid reports that the state is set to roll 
out NPR from April 1. “Some of our broth-
ers are trying to gather papers to prove their 
citizenship from April 1, when these clerks 
and constables will come knocking on your 
doors. Do not show them documents.”

Shushant Singh, taking on the federal gov-
ernment for its remark that “buses should 
not be burnt” during protests, said: “We will 
make a promise to not burn buses, as they are 
few in number… but men can be killed and 
burnt as their population is certainly much 
more than buses.”

The protesters came to Azad Maidan from 
various parts of Mumbai and extended sub-
urbs like Navi Mumbai, Thane as well as 
other parts of Maharashtra. With hundreds 
of buses ferrying them to Azad Maidan, men 
and women of all ages began to assemble for 
the protest from 2.00pm. By 4.00pm, many 
could be seen waiting outside the ground due 
to lack of space.

Waving the Tricolor and holding ban-

ners denouncing the CAA-NRC-NPR in 
their hands, the protesters raised slogans 
like “Modi, Shah se Azadi” “freedom from 
the CAA and the NRC” while reciting Urdu 
poet Faiz Ahmad Faiz’s popular poem Hum 
Dekhenge.

Akhtari Ansari, 58, listened to the speech-
es with rapt attention. A Jogeshwari resident, 
she travelled for around two-and-a-half 
hours to be a part of the protest. “I cannot 
sit for long… my legs get swollen. But it is 
important to be here.”

Qutubuddin Ansari, 73, who runs a bak-
ery in Charkop, arrived at the protest with 

18 other members of his family. “At least 34 
buses came to our area. At my age, health 
is always a problem. But the pain I suffered 
while coming here is nothing when com-
pared to what we would face if we do not 
show our opposition now,” he added.

The crowd cheered as speakers raised the 
slogan ‘Shaheen Bagh Zindabad.’ Mumbra 
resident Afroz Khan, who wore a head band 
that read ‘No to CAA and NRC’, said: “It is 
refreshing to see that the protest had moved 
beyond being of Muslims alone… those 
from other religions and walks of life are 
also here.” — Matters India

Thousands protest CAA at Mumbai’s Azad Maidan

Protesters resolved against showing any documents saying that they are citizens of India since 
time immemorial. (India Today via PTI)



Thirty years ago, John Jung-
blut wrote a short pamphlet 
entitled, On Hallowing Our 

Diminishments. It’s a treatise sug-
gesting ways we might frame the 
humiliations and diminishments 
that beset us through circum-
stance, age and accidents so that, 
despite the humiliation they bring, 
we can place them under a certain 
canopy so as to take away their 
shame and restore to us some lost 
dignity.

And we all suffer diminish-
ments. Certain things are dealt to 
us by genetics, history, circum-
stance, the society we live in, or 
by the ravages of aging or acci-
dents that, seen from almost every 
angle, are not only bitterly unfair 
but can also seemingly strip us of 
our dignity and leave us humili-
ated.  For example, how does one 
deal with a bodily defect that so-
ciety deems unsightly? How does 
one deal with being discriminated 
against? How does one deal with 
an accident that leaves one partial-
ly or wholly paralysed? How does 
one deal with the debilitations that 
come with old age? How does one 
deal with a loved one who was 
violated or killed simply because 

of the colour of his or her skin? 
How does one deal with the sui-
cide of a loved one? How do we 
set these things under some cano-
py of dignity and meaning so that 
what is an awful unfairness is not 
a permanent source of indignity 
and shame? How does someone 
hallow his or her diminishments?

Soren Kierkegaard offers this 
advice. He, who was sometimes 
publicly ridiculed during his 
lifetime, including newspaper 
cartoons that made sport of his 
physical appearance (his “spin-
dly legs”), offers this counsel: In 
the face of something like this, he 
says, it’s not a question of denying 
it, covering it up, or trying various 
distractions and tonics to deaden it 
or keep its sharpness at bay. Rath-
er, we must make ourselves genu-
inely aware of it, “by bringing it to 
complete clarity.” By doing this, 
we hallow it. We bring it out of 
the realm of shame and give it a 
certain dignity. How is this done?

Imagine this as a paradigmat-
ic example: A young woman is 
walking alone along a deserted 
road and is forcibly picked up by 
a group of drunken men who rape 
and kill her and leave her body in 

a ditch. Her shocked and horrified 
family and community do as Ki-
erkegaard counsels.  They don’t 
try to deny what happened, cover 
it up, or try various distractions 
and tonics to deaden their pain. 
Instead, they bring it to “complete 
clarity”.  How?

They pick up her body, wash 
it, clothe her in her best clothing, 
and then have a three-day wake 
that culminates in a huge funeral 
attended by hundreds of persons. 
And their ritual honouring of her 
doesn’t stop there. After the funer-
al they gather in a park near where 
she lived and after some hours of 

testimony that honours who she 
was, they rename the park after 
her.

What they do, of course, does 
not bring her back to life, does 
not erase in any way the horrible 
unfairness of her death, does not 
bring her killers to justice, and it 
does not fundamentally change 
the societal conditions that helped 
cause her violent death. But it 
does, in an important way, restore 
to her some of the dignity that was 
so horribly ripped away from her. 
Both she and her death are hal-
lowed. Her name and her life now 
will forever speak of something 
beyond the unfairness and tragedy 
of her death.

We see examples of this on the 
macro level in the way the world 
has handled the deaths of people 
like Martin Luther King, John F. 
Kennedy, Bobby Kennedy, Mal-
colm X, Jamal Khashoggi and 
others who were killed by hatred. 
We have found ways to hallow 
them so that their lives and their 
persons are now remembered in 
ways that eclipse the manner of 
their deaths. And we see this too 
in how some communities handle 
the deaths of loved ones who have 

been senselessly shot by gang 
members or by police, where their 
manner of death belies everything 
that’s good. The same is true for 
how some families handle the di-
minishments of their loved ones 
who die by drug overdose, suicide 
or dementia. The indignity of their 
death is eclipsed by proper clarity 
around the very diminishment that 
brought about their death.  Their 
memory is redeemed. In short, 
that’s the function of any proper 
wake and any proper funeral. In 
bringing to clarity the very indig-
nity that befalls someone, we re-
store her dignity.

This is true not only for those 
who die unfairly or in ways that 
leave those they left behind grasp-
ing for ways to give them back 
some dignity. It’s also true for 
every kind of humiliation and in-
dignity we, ourselves, suffer in 
life, from the wounds of our child-
hood which can forever haunt 
us, to the many humiliations we 
suffer in adulthood. We cannot 
change what has happened to us, 
but we can hallow it by “bringing 
it to clarity” so that the indignity is 
eclipsed. — By Fr Ron Rolheiser, 
all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

On hallowing our diminishments
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Source: Pat Marrin, NCR

Dear Editor, 
 
I write to congratulate Fr. Guston Pietri for his 
honesty to express the concern of the practice of 
Catholicism in France (Trending Page 3 HERALD 
January 12, 2020) with respect to the dwindling 
decline of a Catholic nation where only 30 per cent 
of the population were baptised in early childhood. 

What about the reality in Malaysia? Wikipedia 
reported a Christian population of 9.2 per cent 
with about 3.6 per cent being Catholics. While the 
total Christian Population hovers around 10 per 
cent, the Catholic portion of over 50 per cent in 
past years has dwindled down to only 3.6 per cent.    
Should we be complacent? Pope Francis is leading 
the renewal towards Re-evangelisation. 

The Catholic population is naturally augmented 
by adult baptism each Easter. But what category 
of adults we attract to the way of Catholic practice 
in professing faith and practice of Christian vir-
tues? To me, senior adults tend to find Catholicism 
very comfortable, easy and safe to comply with its 
many structured prayers and faith practices. How 
then can we motivate each and every existing 
Catholic and those attracted to the Christian Way 
of life to be better Catholics? This is the searching 
issue the Catholic Community must urgently rec-
ognise and act upon in good time to further arrest 
the deterioration in this ever increasingly secular 
world. How can our faith practice keep up with 
the changing time and yet retain the true essence 
of the teaching is something we need to ponder on 
and act upon. 
Thank you.

Edmund Tham 
Kuala Lumpur
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HARARE, Zimbabwe: The 
Archdiocese of Harare has re-
leased a pastoral plan to instigate 
smaller community cells aimed 
at fostering an intimate Christian 
experience.

Archbishop Robert Ndlovu of 
Harare encouraged these small 
communities to focus on scrip-
ture, liturgy, and charity.

“I urge you to form and estab-
lish standardised Small Christian 
Communities in all parishes, to 
foster membership, belonging 
and active participation of all 
parishioners and also to make 
the Word of God, Liturgy, Cat-
echesis and charity the thrust of 
Small Christian Communities,” 
he wrote in a foreword to the 
pastoral plan.

The Small Christian Commu-
nities will gather regularly at a 

parishioner’s home. The mem-
bers will participate in forma-

tion, camaraderie, and solidarity. 
Among other events, the com-
munity will share the word of 
God, celebrate feast days, and 
band together in times of trouble, 
like sickness or mourning.

“Small Christian Communities 
are meant to form a family of 
God, a people whose hearts beat 
together — sharing life and shar-
ing about God,” said F Kizito 
Nhundu, pastoral vicar of the 
archdiocese.

The groups will consist of 10 
to 15 families from the same re-
gion. If a group expands to 20 
families, then it will split into 
two separate groups. Nhundu 
emphasised the importance of 
smaller groups to ensure inti-
macy.

“The smaller, the better, we are 
forming a family of God, that is, 
people who are united, who share 
life, who share about God. So the 
involvement of all the faithful in 
the Church’s life is important,” 
said Fr Nhundu.

A pastoral council will monitor 
the project and the progress will 
be reviewed in March. It is part 
of the archdiocese’s focus on 
youth formation and vocational 
discernment, which has been 
a significant emphasis for the 
archdiocese in the last two years.

“[SCCs] will also serve to ac-
company young people in their 
journey of faith, so one will no 
longer be accompanied by their 
family only, but also by the com-
munity,” he said. — CNA

Archbishop Robert Ndlovu of Harare, Zimbabwe. (CNA photo/Vatican News)

NEW YORK: The United Nations 
began its 58th Session of the Com-
mission for Social Development 
February 10-19.

This year the UN is celebrating 
the 75th anniversary of the com-
mission and the 25th anniversary 
of the Copenhagen Declaration on 
Social Development.

2020 is a crucial year for the ac-
celerated realisation of inclusive 
societies and reducing inequalities 
everywhere for people of all ages, 
an organiser explained.

The priority theme of the com-
mission for this year is Affordable 
housing and social protection sys-
tems for all to address homeless-
ness.

It is the first dialogue in UN 
history and the organisers credit 
civil society group including the 
Religious at the UN (RUN) who 
advocate on behalf of 150 million 
homeless people around the world.

The organisers say homeless-
ness is more than not having a roof 
over one’s head, The civil soci-
ety urges the UN member states to 
agree that homelessness is a con-
dition where a person, family or 
household lacks habitable space 
with security of tenure, rights, and 
ability to enjoy political participa-
tion and social relations, including 

birth recognition and legal identity, 
and safety.

According to the Expert Group 
Meeting, Nairobi 2019, homeless-
ness is a manifestation of extreme 
poverty, growing inequalities and 
of the failure to implement earlier 
decisions on social protection sys-
tems and human rights.

Homelessness is a global prob-
lem, affecting people with diverse 
economic, social and cultural back-
grounds, in both developed and de-
veloping countries. According to 
UN-Habitat, globally, 1.6 billion 
people live in inadequate housing 
conditions, with about 15 million 
forcefully evicted every year.

Homelessness is a preventable 
tragedy, the organisers assert. “To-
gether we can end it. When we 
compete with each other to build 
huge houses, churches, temples, 
and mosques, let us think of the 
millions of our brothers and sisters 
who are homeless.”

They hailed Pope Francis, who 
converted the 19th century Palaz-
zo Migliori into a shelter for the 
homeless. “The pontiff has shown 
us the way to share our resources 
and to make our palaces to a ‘pal-
ace for the poor,’ the organisers 
added. — By Cynthia Mathew, 
Matters India

Homelessness is a global problem, affecting people with diverse economic, 
social and cultural backgrounds, in both developed and developing countries.

UN holds dialogue 
on homelessness

Harare archdiocese releases a pastoral 
plan for small Christian communities

NEW DELHI: A musical on the 
Bible to combat drug and alcohol 
use among teenagers was staged 
at the Hilltop Christian School 
in Diphu, Assam, last February 
8.  Felix Anthony, spokesman for 
the Catholic Church in Northeast 
India, describes the initiative and 
hopes “that seminars and musi-
cals like this can play a crucial 
role in the problematic context of 
drug and drug abuse in the whole 
region.”

The musical was staged by the 
Goa-based company The Up-
per Room.  The preparation of 
the show lasted a week and in-
volved 75 teenagers between 13 
and 14 years old, all with a his-
tory of abuse of psychotropic 
substances, including marijuana.  
Anthony expressed: “They came 
to overcome addiction and build 
ambition for their lives.”

At the national level, depend-
ence on hallucinogenic substanc-
es also affects the younger gen-

erations.  According to a survey 
conducted by the Ministry for 
social justice and empowerment 
in 2019, about 1.3 per cent of the 
population between 10 and 17 
years of age consume alcoholic 
beverages; in the same age group, 
cannabis use is 0.9 per cent, that 
of opioids 1.8 per cent, 1.17 per 
cent of inhalants (such as cocaine 
and amphetamine).

Georg Schaberger, a co-found-
er of the theatre company, says: 
“The more the boys practised in-
terpreting the biblical characters 
like Job, the more they expressed 
self-confidence and showed cour-
age and determination in facing 
the challenges of the moment.”  
According to him, “both trans-
formations, that of Job and our 
teenagers, were possible thanks 
to their ability to change and re-
sist adverse circumstances, not 
giving up their beliefs despite the 
negative experiences of the past.”

Ansan Samuel, one of the 

members, explains that before 
the final performance, the group 
organised meetings where the 
young people were able to talk 
about personal problems. The 
sessions, he highlights, “served 
to help them find possible solu-
tions.  Dialogue and group work 
plays a crucial part in our model, 
based on experiencing a transfor-
mation of school culture centred 
on appreciation, a sense of grati-
tude and the formation of leader-
ship.”

One of the participants said, 
“There is a me who now wants 
to lead.”  Another added, “The 
Upper Room has planted positive 
seeds in our lives. We hope that 
these seeds grow to become large 
trees that produce good fruit for 
society.” Esther Suibung Khozol, 
principal of the Christian school, 
expresses “satisfaction for the 
seminar and the hope that it will 
have a lasting impact on young 
people.” — AsiaNews

Assam stages Bible musical to 
combat drug use among children

A musical  organised by the company The Upper Room in Goa, involving 75 teenagers between 13 and 14 years with a 
history of drug abuse. (AsiaNews photo)



PAKISTAN: The British Asian Christian As-
sociation (BACA) has published a book docu-
menting how Christians continue to be perse-
cuted throughout Pakistan.

It has also written to Britain’s MPs calling 
on them to take action to help stop the attacks 
on religious freedom in the Muslim-majority 
nation.

Written by Desmond Fernandes, the book 
titled Call it by its name: Persecution! paints 
a horrific picture of the treatment of Christians 
based on concrete evidence.

BACA trustee Juliet Chowdhry said the 
book found that the British government was 
reluctant to openly acknowledge the extent of 
persecution against Christians or to leverage 
its political influence with the Pakistan gov-
ernment in support of Christians.

Many were at a loss to understand why the 
country guidance used by the Home Office in 
deciding asylum cases classes the situation 
in Pakistan as discrimination rather than per-
secution, while there was universal criticism 
about the apparent unwillingness of the UK 
government to offer Asia Bibi asylum.

Catholic woman Bibi started a new life 

in Canada last year after being acquitted of 
a trumped-up blasphemy charge following 
eight years on death row.

BACA claims that the British Home Of-
fice “has scandalously disregarded the views, 
opinions and conclusions of key human rights 
organisations, academics, parliamentarians 
and Pakistan assembly members, public inter-
est bodies, Church organisations and commu-
nity representatives, investigative journalists 
and lawyers that have explicitly concluded 
that Christians in Pakistan face extreme levels 
of persecution.”

It added: “The consequences of such flawed 
Home Office guidance are distressing: Many 
persecuted Pakistani Christian asylum seekers 
are being denied refugee status and deported 
back to Pakistan where their lives remain at 
risk because UK and UNHCR (the United 
Nations' refugee agency) decision makers are 
drawing upon this entirely misleading Home 
Office guidance to arrive at their refugee sta-
tus determinations.”

The book claims there is a specific UK gov-
ernment immigration policy that explicitly 
discriminates against nationals from Pakistan 

by placing them on a secret list.
This secret list, human rights lawyer Shah-

ram Taghavi points out, “not only offends 
against the established fundamental human 
rights principle of not discriminating on the 
grounds of nationality or race but also violates 

a cardinal principle of the rule of law, the prin-
ciple that laws must be accessible to citizens.”

BACA is a human rights advocacy group 
set up in the wake of the Gojra massacre of 
Christians in Pakistan in 2009. — ucanews.
com

Joint WCC-Vatican meeting 
strengthens interreligious dialogue

SHAH ALAM: I was privileged to be present 
at a Lion Dance to celebrate the New Year at 
the Church of Divine Mercy (CDM). Present 
were a few hundred people of all races in Ma-
laysia- Chinese, Indian, East Malaysian, Eura-
sian, Caucasian. 

The drum beats and cymbals announced the 
start of the Lions’ entrance and they pranced 
in through the gate and made their way to the 
front of the lobby to acknowledge the presence 
of the Pastor, Fr Gerard Theraviam, and make 
their respectful bow before a quick display of 
their prowess – jumping and posturing and 
showing their skills in “being” the Lions.  It 
was not the first time I had been so close to the 
performers – and I was delighted I had a clear, 
uninterrupted view.  What was new was that 
the set up of the crowd in a circle around the 
lobby area gave the Lions a circular stage and 
they took the opportunity to get up close to the 
waiting crowd – much to their excitement and 
appreciation.   

I watched these two Lions taking off in dif-
ferent directions so that they could greet every-
one in the circle – and I realised quickly that the 
dancing lions performed for every family and 
person there – irrespective if they were Chinese 
or Indian or Kadazan or any other category of 
person. These dancing performers were being 

inclusive! Perhaps, the performers themselves 
may have been intrigued by the mixed audi-
ence of the parish. They even slowed down 
near the elderly and wheelchair-bound and 
allowed them to caress their backs and touch 
their heads. This was new for me – in previ-
ous times when I witnessed a Lion Dance, the 
performers seemed almost detached from the 
crowd, performing to their own rhythm. These 
Lions were playing with us. 

I gave my place up to a child so she could 
have a better view and moved into the lobby 
area. I was surprised to realise that the lions 
had come up the lobby steps and were now cir-
culating among those of us standing at the en-
trance to the nave.  They made a slow progress 
among the group again, allowing each person 
who wished to give them a pat or stroke, as they 
passed by.  I was one of many who reached out 
to touch the red and gold robes covering the 
dancing forms – who wouldn’t want to touch 
a dancing lion when it was just in front of you 
within arm’s reach? 

As the lions moved on to another section of 
the building to greet others around the hall, I 
walked in to take my seat and have a moment 
to myself.  I could not have had a better experi-
ence of the Lunar New Year – then the words 
of this title popped into my mind.  These were 

the Inclusive Lions of the Year of the Rat.  
The Lions were for me a metaphor of what 

this year could be, should be, needs to be – if 
we are to grow as a nation.  Though the Lion 
Dance is clearly a Chinese cultural perfor-
mance – on this day, at CDM, these Lions 
chose to be inclusive and bring everyone into 
their celebration.  The diverse gathering also 
welcomed the Lions and enjoyed their pres-
ence – enjoying the moment of joy and the cel-
ebration of life. No qualms were raised about 
the mix of culture and faith – just the acknowl-
edgment that each had its place in our life. The 
human psyche is complex and mysterious and 
rejoices in metaphors and rituals to bring to-
gether the various strands of our history and 
experience. 

I can be Chinese and Catholic and rejoice in 
both. I may be Indian and Christian, yet take 
joy in a Ponggol celebration or share my neigh-
bour’s joy in a Lion Dance. I may be Chindian 
or Eurasion and acknowledge that we are all 
uniquely same yet different – and be joyous. 

Whatever the dominant strand of news-bits 
in Malaysia today – it seems that there is a 
perverse wish to sow division and dissen-
sion among our citizenry. Where we used to 
be proud of our diversity – we now see seeds 
of suspicion being sown by individuals who 

should know better, some sadly, our elected 
leadership. The inclusive dancing lions are 
for me, a sign of the resilience and grounded-
ness of everyday Malaysians.  We can, and do, 
accept differences as part of our lives – even 
though there are those who would divide us. 

Yes – I agree that there is much yet to be 
done in Malaysia before we can fully expe-
rience a mature democracy. We are only 63 
years old and 60 of these years have been in 
the hands of a party practising a feudal autoc-
racy masquerading as a guided democracy. We 
have a long way to go and much to unlearn. 

Those inclusive lions invite us to know our 
roots and be confident that we will find our 
way if we stay open and listen to each other as 
we build a new society in Malaysia. The youth 
who look at the world with new eyes, have no 
fear. They do not linger over the atrocities of 
1969 or the nostalgic memories of the 50s and 
60s before race and religion were politicised.  
Talk to young persons – they will surprise you 
about how they view Malaysia. They very 
likely will find the answers to their own ques-
tions and ours as well.  We would do well to 
provide them with our insights, share the his-
tory, and empower them to action based on 
our shared values and principles. The future is 
theirs to explore. — By Patricia Nunis

UK urged to act over persecution of Pakistani Christians

Catholics pray as they attend a special New Year service at St Anthony’s Church in Lahore on Jan 
1, 2020. (ucanews.com via AFP)
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GENEVA: The annual meeting of the Pon-
tifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue 
(PCID) and the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) was hosted by the WCC at the Ecu-
menical Centre, Geneva, at the Chateau de 
Bossey February 6-7.

Staff of both the PCID and the Office of 
Interreligious Dialogue and Cooperation of 
the WCC exchanged news on various activ-
ities undertaken in the last year and looked 
ahead to future programmes.

A major feature of the meeting was de-
tailed work on a joint document, Serving 
Together in a Wounded World: Towards In-
terreligious Solidarity.

The two offices have been in collabora-
tive engagement since 1977, completing a 
number of joint interreligious publications, 
including Interreligious Prayer (1994); Re-

flection on Interreligious Marriage (1997); 
Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious 
World: Recommendations for Conduct 
(2011); and Education for Peace in a Multi-

Religious World: A Christian Perspective 
(2019).

The PCID-WCC meeting was followed 
by two further events with wider participa-

tion. First, a round table discussion attended 
by leaders from different religions, as well 
as diplomats, interreligious practitioners, 
peace activists and grassroots actors, ex-
plored the topic Rethinking Interreligious 
Engagement in a Wounded World. Second, 
the WCC hosted the launch in a new for-
mat of Current Dialogue, the WCC journal 
on interreligious relations, which serves as 
a resource for interfaith practitioners, re-
searchers, students, academic institutions, 
and all those interested in the study of re-
ligions.

Expressing happiness over the increasing 
mutual collaboration between the two of-
fices over the years, both delegations reiter-
ated their desire to continue their common 
engagement, ecumenically, in the service of 
interreligious dialogue. — ICN

Staff of both the PCID and the Office of Interreligious Dialogue and Cooperation of the WCC. (WCC photo)

The inclusive lions of the Year of the Rat 



Dear children, 
In the old days before Je-
sus came, people thought 
that it was good to be kind 
to their friends and mean to 
their enemies. 
But Jesus taught that God 

wants us to be kind to our 
enemies too. God loves those 
who are good and those who 
are evil and He wants us to 
follow his  example. 
Have you ever gotten back 

at some one who did some-

thing bad to you? How does 
it make things: better or 
worse? Have you ever tried 
to do something nice for 
someone who was mean to 
you? 
That is the first step to 

making things better. If you 
have a hard time being nice 
to your enemies, try praying 
for them. God will help you 
to love them! 

                  Aunty Eliz 

This coming Wednesday 
(Feb 26) is Ash Wednes-
day, which is the first day 
of Lent. Lent is a special 
time in which we prepare 
to celebrate Jesus' death 
and resurrection on Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. 
Lent is a time of repent-
ance. 

On Ash Wednesday if you 
go to Mass you can receive 
ashes on your forehead. 
The ashes are a sign of re-
pentance. 

They remind us that with-
out God we are nothing 
and that someday we will 
die and be buried. But they 
can also remind us that if 
we do have God living in 
us, after we die we will rise 
from the dead, just as Je-
sus did on Easter, after He 
died on the cross.

 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and                                             

patience (colossians 3:12) 

Let's
colour

Ash 
Wednesday 

All come from dust, 
and to dust all return

(Ecclesiastes 3:20) 

Colour the picture. 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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Kolkata, India: Jyotsna 
D’Souza from Vasai, Ma-
harashtra, will lead the 

Indian Catholic Youth Movement 
(ICYM) for the next two years.

The 20-year-old final year student of 
Bachelor of Accounting and Finance at 
Mumbai’s Wilson College is the second 
woman to lead the youth wing of the Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops of India, the 
national body of the Latin rite bishops. Ear-
lier, Olima Minj from Chhattisgarh had led 
the movement 2012-2014.

D’Souza and other officials of the ICYM 
national executive committee were elected 
on February 9 during the movement’s an-
nual meeting at Kolkata’s Seva Kendra, the 
social service arm of the Archdiocese of 
Calcutta.

The gathering of 62 delegates represent-
ing 12 regions across India was chaired by 
Bishop Soosai Nazarene of Kottar, chair-
man of CCBI National Youth Commission. 
Father Chetan Machado of the Archdiocese 
of Delhi, the commission’s executive secre-
tary, was also present at the meeting.

The meeting elected eight office bearers 
along with 16 other Executive Commit-
tee members. They will hold office during 
2020-2022.

“I’m humbled by the trust bestowed on 
me. I feel really fortunate to help out in the 
youth ministry of the country,” D’Souza 
told Matters India on February 10. She suc-
ceeds Percival Holt of Delhi as the ICYM 
national president.

The meeting elected Antony Judy from 
Kerala as the general secretary, Hittary 
Rebecca from Imphal as treasurer, Saurav 
Kullu from Chandigarh as media secre-
tary, Anto Arokiya Niveda from Madhya 
Pradesh as liturgy secretary, Stella Harry 
from Kolkata as joint secretary, Jalendra 

Singh from Odisha as vice president, Kasu 
from Andhra Pradesh as newsletter editor.

The 24-member team will lead India’s 
Catholic youth movement executing plans 
and programmes for young people to serve 
the Church and society.

“You can do what I cannot do. I can do 
what you cannot do. Together we can do 
great things. In this land of Kolkata, these 
words by Saint Mother Teresa inspire me as 
I take up this responsibility,” D’Souza told 
her team after the election.

To young Catholics in the country, she 
said, “Let us continue on our path to reach-

ing each and every youth of the country. We 
shall hold hands and build a better world.”

Bishop Nazarene elaborated on the eight 
objectives of youth ministry and empha-
sised the type of youth ministry required 
today.

He highlighted the importance of being 
agents of change and renewal in society and 
boosted the gathering to take up the chal-
lenge and march forward.

Father Machado, national youth director, 
reminded the young leaders of their respon-
sibilities and the call to servant leadership 
keeping in mind 3 Ds — Dedication, Deter-
mination and Discipline.

He thanked the outgoing national team, 
all the Regional Youth Directors and the 
youth leaders who have journeyed along to 
make this movement rise and shine.

The national election of ICYM was pre-
ceded by the national council meeting of 
the movement for two days.

Holt, the outgoing president, chaired the 
meeting.

Holt thanked the movement for the sup-
port his team received in the past two years 
and motivated the new leaders to take up 
the movement forward to the next level.

The three-day meeting discussed chal-
lenges and prospective to a vision and mis-
sion for the Catholic youth of India. —  By 
Saurav Kullu, Matters India

Jyotsna D’Souza

Young woman to 
lead India’s Catholic 

youth movement
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National Youth Convention. (Matters India file photo)

Leadership skills with the Catholic students of Salesian College Siliguri and Sonada, North Bengal. (Matters India photo)
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ALPHA goes to 
Sarawak

SONG, Sarawak: The ALPHA Belia 
team, led by Fr John Gnanapiragasam 
of the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur, 
was given an enriching experience of 
the Church in Song and Kapit. 

Fr David Ho, the rector of St Her-
bert Church, Song, shared on the 
work of the early missionaries to 
Sarawak. In 1881, under Cardinal 
Herbert Vaughan MHM, the founder 
of Mill Hill Missionaries, zealous 
missionaries were assigned to Bor-
neo. Despite the challenges of trav-
elling through rain forest and rivers, 
mission stations and schools were set 
up one after another among the tribal 
population. 

Later in the 20th century when the 
Chinese labourers came to exploit 
Sarawak’s natural resources, the mis-
sionaries tapped on this influx of im-
migrants and started schools for the 
children. The evangelisation work 
through education became one of the 
most progressive works of the Mill 
Hill missionaries. 

Thankfully for the people of 
Sarawak, foreign missionaries are still 
permitted to enter the State and serve 
in the local Church. Amongst them 
are Fr Philip Abaso, Fr Mathews Ol-
ili and Fr George Omutto – the ener-
getic Mill Hillers whom the ALPHA 
team had the privilege to meet. 

ALPHA Belia was first conducted 
in Kapit in 2015. At that time, Fr Ho 
was the rector of the Church of Mary, 
Immaculate Conception. Alpha gives 
the youth an opportunity to encounter 
Jesus and helps them to connect with 
their faith at a deeper level. 

Seeing the fruits of the course, Fr 
Ho invited the teams from Kuala 
Lumpur and Kuching to St Herbert 
Church when he was transferred 
there as the rector. Proven as an ef-
fective tool, Alpha also allows young 
people to be coached to give live 
talks. This was what happened in 
Song. The KL youths, Aaron Bradley 
and Eric Charles, worked with the lo-
cal youth team from Song, coached 
and equipped them to deliver some of 
the sessions. They were also trained 
to host the small groups.

With encouragement, these young 
leaders from Song can indeed be fur-
ther equipped to be missionary dis-
ciples for Christ. Sharon, who heads 
the music ministry, is exceptionally 
talented. She is also pursuing a degree 
in political science in UITM, Kuch-
ing. During the Praise and Worship 

sessions, Sharon played the guitar 
and was also the lead singer. She was 
assisted by Archelous, a keyboardist. 

Liza was roped in to be overall co-
ordinator and she did a fantastic job 
in bringing the team together. 

Clara, who teaches in the primary 
school next to the church delivered a 
talk and hosted a small group. 

The young guests were delighted 
when Emanuel delivered Siapa itu 
Yesus? in Iban. The third local speak-
er was Jerome, who delivered his talk 
with much enthusiasm too.

Together with the rest, we believe 
with extra coaching, these can be the 
ones to spearhead the next ALPHA 
Belia in the neighbouring towns. As it 
is, a couple of these young leaders are 
already the catechists in the parish. 

Eric testified to the fruits of AL-
PHA when he returned to Kuala 
Lumpur. He said, “I am so touched 
by the outcome and responses to all 
the sessions we delivered. During 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
nearly all of the youths went to the 
three priests who administered the 
Sacrament to them: Fr John Gnana, 
Fr David Ho and Fr George Omutto, 
MHM. I witnessed many in tears and 
I believe the Holy Spirit has touched 
them deeply.” 

Aaron too gave a written testimo-
ny, believing so much that the Holy 
Spirit was the Prime Mover in all that 
took place in Song.

The leaders who hosted the small 
groups were heartened by the open-
ness of the youths as they shared 
freely and openly. 

Two testimonies came from stu-

dents who are pre-believers. They 
both enjoyed the sessions and all the 
activities and there is now the desire 
to know more about Christianity. 

Doris from SMK Song testified 
that she was touched during ministry 
time. She and many more received 
much healing during the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. 

One student from SMK Katibas 
was deeply moved when she made 
her confession. She shared that she 
had low self-esteem but she experi-
enced healing through the Holy Spirit 
and she wanted to grow deeper in her 
love for the Lord.

Many more testimonies were re-
corded. The Holy Spirit was definite-
ly hovering over the youths in Song 
as they soaked in the gospel message 
of love and reconciliation. 

The Bishop of Sibu, Bishop Joseph 
Hii, has given his approval to allow 
Alpha in the Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
The rector of the Cathedral, Fr Philip 
Hu, hosted a sumptuous meal for the 
Alpha team. The team will be work-
ing closely with him to organise the 
next Alpha and they look forward to 
returning to Sarawak.  

What else is interesting in Song? 
The most exotic jungle fruits come 
from Song. If one has tasted durians 
from Song, you would not be craving 
anymore for the cloned durians avail-
able in Peninsular Malaysia. There 
are also other exotic jungle produce 
which you may not have seen, let 
alone tasted!! 

The tagline for ALPHA is Come & 
See so that you can Go & Tell … so 
we bid you come.

The Alpha Belia team and Fr John Gnanapiragasam with the youths of Song and Kapit parish.

Youths learn freely share their experience within their groups.

LONDON: Million Minutes — a 
Catholic social action charity — 
stands up for young people who 
don’t have a voice in society, and 
helps them to transform 
their lives and their 
world by giving 
them a voice. 
We know that 
young people 
are the future 
and we have 
faith in them 
that they will 
work for the 
common good, in 
order to help every-
one live a life of dignity.

This year we have launched the 
2020 Lenten initiative — siLENT. 
Million Minutes feels Lent is a great 
time to try something different: si-
lence. Take time to give up the things 

that fill life with noise and restless-
ness. By staying siLENT, you will 
be standing in solidarity with young 
people who don’t have a voice, 

for whom silence isn’t a 
choice.

A ‘Million Min-
utes of Silence’ is 
a really simple 
idea — each 
minute is spon-
sored to raise 
money for pro-
jects support-

ing young peo-
ple. Throughout 

Lent 2020 schools, 
parishes, communities 

and individuals will help clock up 
a million minutes! Each minute is 
sponsored to raise money for youth-
led social action projects across the 
country.

24 hours straight - 
Just go for it! Choose 
a date in Lent (26 Feb 
to 12 April) and start 

getting sponsored.

No Phone or Social Media over Lent! 
- Instead of spending all those hours 
online, spend just half an hour a day in 
silence (and an hour on Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday). It adds up to 24 hours.

While you stay siLENT we will be making lots of noise about you via 
our social media pages, in order to help you share your story and reach your 
fundraising target. (millionminutes.org/silent) — By Kate Eastwood, ICN

KUALA LUMPUR: The Reach Out Grant (ROG) 2020 is an initia-
tive and collaboration of the Pontifical Mission Society (PMS) and 
ASAYOKL. 

Inspired by the events during the Extraordinary Missionary Year 
2019, this grant is made available for young people (ages 18-39) 
to carry out the unique mission God has placed in their hearts with-
out being hindered financially. 

During its first year in 2019, three groups of young people were 
recipients of the ROG and they reached out to different communities 
—the refugees, differently-abled and orang asal. That being said, 
the mission activity proposed by the young people can also be as 
simple as reaching out to a nearby family or individual in need.

Inspired by the events during the Extraordinary Missionary Year 
2019, we would like to continue to support young people to 
carry out the unique mission God has placed on their hearts. 
“For our life on earth reaches full stature when it becomes an 
offering” (Christus Vivit, 254)

WHY?

WHO?

HOW?

WHERE? WHEN?

Young people aged 18-39 years old feeling morally obliged to 
help others by: 
 Serving the common good 
 Helping every individual to live a dignified, truly human life 
 Protecting the intrinsic rights of groups and associations 
 Preserving unity (culture, race and religion) in Malaysia 
All applications will be considered 

Identify an issue that affects a person, family or 
community. 
Gather a few friends and plan the best way to reach out. 
Scan the QR Code to understand the terms and 
conditions further. 
Click ‘I’m interested!’ on the page to express interest 
We'll walk you through the application!

This grant will match every amount successfully raised up to a 
maximum of RM1000 

Outreach activities 
must serve the 
people currently 
living in Malaysia.

Application period: 
January 2020 - July 2020 
Outreach period: 
March 2020 - October 2020 

Reach Out Grant

Step 1: 

Step 2: 
Step 3: 

Step 4: 
Step 5:

Million Minutes launches 
2020 Lent initiative – siLENT

People can take part in different ways:
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26th Anniversary               
In Loving Memory of

Dearly missed and 
always remembered by 
Wife - M. Ganamoney, 
Family and loved ones.

Thomas a/l Anthony 
Departed: 22-02-1994

         

Dearly missed by                                                                    
their respective children, grandchildren and                             

a host of relatives and dear friends.

Nora Hendroff
Departed:                    

21 Feb 2008

12th Anniversary

Winifreda Seneviratne
Departed:                           

28 Feb 2011

9th Anniversary

In Ever Loving Memory of               
Two Wonderful Ladies

          

‘Eternal rest grant unto her soul, O Lord,                                        
and let Your perpetual light shine upon her.                                     

May her soul rest in peace. Amen.’
*  *  *

But I have hope that those sleeping will rise.                                       
The Bible says that God will open their eyes,                                      
No suffering, sickness, yes, not even pain.                                          

Those who did good, eternal life they’ll gain.
*  *  *

Missing you more than you’ll ever know,                                          
Mom, Leslie, Tabitha and loved ones.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Kathy Revi
10 June 1965 - 24 Feb 2012

          

Weep Not For Estella              
My Family Dear,
She Is Not Dead                   

But Asleep In Heaven. 
Weep Not For Estella                

And Be Content,                             
She Was Not Ours                   
But Only On Loan.

Deeply missed and fondly remembered by                          
Amma Loorthy, Appa Esarewel,                              

Brother Harry Thomas, Kid sister Rebbeka Ann,                       
and loved ones. 

“WE LOVE YOU CAROL”

4th Anniversary                                              
In Loving Memory of

ESTELLA CAROLINE 
ESAREWEL

Called to the Lord: 
28.02.2016

          
Prayer:

Absolve we beseech                   
thee O Lord, the soul of 

Ubagara Mary from every 
bond of sin that, in the glory 

of your resurrection, she 
may be refreshed to a new 
and better life with your 

Saints. Through Jesus Christ                                   
Our Lord. Amen.

Forever cherished,                 
loved & remembered by: 

Daughter:                         
Anthony Philomena                          

& Family                                        
Sons: Francis Xavier,          

M. S. Nathan, 
Ubagaranathan 
Grandchildren                              

& Great-grandchildren.

18th Anniversary                                              
In Loving Memory of

UBAGARA MARY
DEPARTED:                     

28-2-2002

Casket Paradise
& Funeral Care Sdn. Bhd.(311899-W)

* Specialised In Christian Funerals
* Exclusive Handmade And Polished Wooden Casket
* Restoration And Cosmetology
* British Trained & Qualified MBIE Embalming Service (Only One In Malaysia)
* Member Of The European Association Of Embalmers
* Private Chapel Of Rest And Coldroom Facilities
*   Economical, Budget Planned & 24 hrs Service

PERSONAL ATTENTION AT ALL TIMES

TEL: 03-2148 5776 / 2148 4855                            
FAX: 03-2143 1442

19B, Jalan Lapangan Terbang Lama,                                           
50460 Kuala Lumpur.

H/P: 012-333 4899 / 012-333 4646 / 019-777 5537

7th Anniversary             
In Ever Loving Memory of

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS

Deeply loved                       
and forever cherished by              
his beloved Wife, Lalitha 

Rozario, children, 
grandchildren                              
& loved ones.

RONNIE ANTHONY 
ROZARIO

From the Lord: 6th February 1933                                              
With the Lord: 23rd February 2013

Dr. Li Wen Liang’s Legacy
The doctor left a legacy that will always leave a 

mark in the hearts of the Chinese people. He 
cared for patients and tried to stop the spread of the 
virus knowing he might be infected. Doctor Li Wen 
(pic) chose to lay down his life for others. 

In the facebook post, Dencio Acop, a Lay Litur-
gical Minister of Hearts of Jesus and Mary parish 
asked for prayers for the surviving Liang family. 
Especially his wife who is 8 months pregnant and 
infected with the coronavirus.

“May God heal them supernaturally and give 
them grace, peace, strength and comfort during this 
time,” he prayed.

There is a light in the sky!
At the end of that light is the heaven 

that people often talk about.
But I’d rather not go there.

I’d rather go back 
to my hometown in Wuhan.
I have my new house there,

For which I still have to 
pay off the loan every month.

How can I give up?
How can I give up?

For my parents without their son,
How sad must it be?
For my sweetheart 

without her husband,
How can she face the 

vicissitudes in her future?
I am already gone.

I see them taking my body,
Putting it into a bag,

With which lie many compatriots
Gone like me,

Being pushed into the 
fire in the hearth

At dawn.

Goodbye, my dear ones.
Farewell, Wuhan, my hometown.

Hopefully, after the disaster,
You’ll remember someone once
Tried to let you know the truth 

as soon as possible.
Hopefully, after the disaster,
You’ll learn what it means 

to be righteous.
No more good people

Should suffer from endless fear,
And helpless sadness.

‘I have fought the good fight.
And I have finished the race.

I have kept the faith.
Now there is in store for me 
the crown of righteousness.’

(2 Timothy 4:7)

Source: Dencio Acop facebook

Fighting Until His Last Breath
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T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

VATICAN: Pope Francis addressed members 
of the Tribunal of the Vatican City State and 
other officials concerned with the administra-
tion of justice and the protection of law and 
order, Feb 15.

The Holy Father offered two main points of 
reflection in his address. First, he spoke about 
the Gospel, which teaches us “that the justice 
proposed by Jesus is not a simple set of rules 
applied technically, but a disposition of the 
heart that guides those who have responsibil-
ity”. He emphasised that justice must begin 
within each one, with “our own personal con-
version”. This, he said, “is the only justice that 
generates justice!”

Pope Francis noted, too, that justice must 
be accompanied by other virtues, especially 
the other cardinal virtues of prudence, temper-
ance, and fortitude. He said that judges espe-
cially must find answers that combine justice 
with the higher virtue of mercy – which “is not 
the suspension of justice but its fulfilment.” He 
also encouraged them to continue in their com-
mitment “to understand the causes of error, and 
the fragility of those who have broken the law.”

The Pope’s second main point of reflection 
dealt with “the laws that regulate interpersonal 
relationships” and “the ethical values” that pro-
vide the context for those laws.

He noted the reforms that have brought sig-

nificant changes to Vatican legislation, moti-
vated by a need for modernisation, “but also 
and above all the need to respect international 
commitments the Holy See has undertaken on 
behalf of the Vatican state”. These commit-
ments, the Pope said, deal primarily with the 
protection of human persons and social groups. 
“The main purpose of these reforms”, he con-
tinued, “must therefore be inserted within the 
Church’s mission; indeed, it is an integral and 
essential part of her ministerial activity.” 

The recent reforms have brought to light 
“suspicious financial situations”, he said, 

which are still under investigation. But he 
highlighted the fact that the first reports of ir-
regularities came from within the Vatican itself, 
demonstrating “the effectiveness and efficien-
cy of law enforcement actions, as required by 
international standards.”

In particular, Pope Francis noted that the 
Corps of Gendarmerie of Vatican City “has 
also distinguished itself for its investigative ac-
tivity in support of the Office of the Promoter 
of Justice”.

While praising the work of reform, Pope 
Francis recognised that all efforts at reform 
remain dependent on people. “We need, there-
fore, a particular attitude on the part of the op-
erators, not only intellectually, but also morally 
and deontologically”, he said. “In this sense, 
the promotion of justice requires the contribu-
tion of the right people.”

Pope Francis concluded his address by re-
minding those present of the words of Jesus in 
the Gospel: “By the measure with which you 
judge, you will be judged”. The Gospel, he 
said, “reminds us that our attempts at earthly 
justice always have as their ultimate horizon 
the encounter with divine justice, that of the 
Lord which we await. These words should not 
frighten us, but only encourage us to carry out 
our duty with seriousness and humility.” — 
Vatican News

VATICAN: The Vatican event takes place on 
26-28 February, and follows last year’s related 
workshop on ethics in robotics.

Anyone is welcome to take part in the 
“Workshop 2020 on Artificial Intelligence”, 
provided they register online.

Participants will explore AI in terms of eth-
ics, law, and health.

The first two days of the study session will 
be spent discussing the question: “The ‘good’ 
algorithm?”.

The last day is dedicated to “RenAIssance: A 
Human-Centric Artificial Intelligence”.

Addressing ethics of AI
Archbishop Vincenzo 
Paglia (pic), the Presi-
dent of the Pontifi-
cal Academy for Life, 
says the Academy has 
dedicated 2019-2020 
to “robo-ethics and to 
ethical-anthropological 
questions connected to 
the so-called artificial intelligence.”

Pope Francis, he says, had urged the Acade-
my “to enter the territories of science and tech-
nology and to follow them with courage and 
discernment.” — By Devin Watkins, Vatican 
News

Vatican legislative reforms are 
part of the mission of the Church

Vatican workshop 
on ethics in AI 
open to public

Universal: Listen to the Migrants’ Cries
We pray that the cries of our migrant                            

brothers and sisters, victims of criminal trafficking,                                    
may be heard and considered.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Opening of the 91st Judicial Year of the 
Tribunal of Vatican City State.  (Vatican Media)


